
Nuclear weekly Friday demonstrations outside the Japanese 
Embassy and TEPCO in solidarity with the people of Fukushima. 
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The first Peace Award medal –  
depicting spirit of the Israeli-Arab village,  

Neve Shalom- Wahat al Salaam 

New medal awarded from 2017.  
Both created by Natasha Ratcliffe 



Bruce Kent in 2001 

Martin Newell in 2001 

Doreen Evered in 2001 

Mary Thompson in 2001 

Clare Edwards in 2003 

Jean Kaye in 2003 

Mark James in 2003 

Margot Hutchinson in 2005 

Pat Robb in 2005 

Judith Dawes in 2005 

Tom Mallon in 2007 

Milan Rai in 2007 

Sr.Lelia Newman O.P. in 
2007 

Brian Wicker in 2007 

Patricia and Michael 
Pulham in 2007 

James and Marjorie Welch 
in 2009 

Rachel Kane in 2009 

Theresa Kohen and Hans in 
2009 

Dave Webb in 2011 

Audrey and Frank Campbell 
in 2011 

Alison Williams in 2013 

Stewart and Anne Hemsley 
in 2013 

Susan Clarkson in 2013 

Sue Scott in 2015 

Sheila Gallagher in 2015  

Ann Kobayaski in 2015 

Nan Saeki in 2017 

Rev Nagase in 2017 
 

2017 

Nan Saeki.  Nationally Nan has been Chair of National Justice & 
Peace Commission and for many years a member, and Treasurer of 
Pax Christi’s Executive Committee, perhaps her first love. Nan 
understands the importance of local groups, and of the friendships 
and networks these can form across communities. A founder 
member of York Ecumenical Justice and Peace group and an active 
participant, she has a special gift of welcoming new people. She is 
involved with various York organisations including City of 
Sanctuary, and Friends of St Bede’s Pastoral Centre. 

Nan was a prison visitor for 6 years, and she represents NJPN on 
the CSAN Criminal Justice Forum. Nan was a member of the 
chaplaincy team and a governor at All Saints School. She supports 
the Fairer World shop in York, maintaining a regular stall in her 
parish. Nan is an active member of Middlesbrough 
J&P Commission, at onetime as Chair, and currently as Treasurer 
 

Rev Nagase  has lived in Battersea Park, London since 1984 where 
he is responsible for the care and upkeep of the London Peace 
Pagoda. Rev. Nagase is a monk of the Nipponzan Myohoji Buddhist 
Order founded in 1917 by the Most Venerable Nichidatsu Fujii. 
Faced with the devastation of WW2, in 1947 Fujii Guruji 
determined to build Peace Pagodas in Japan and across the world 
to inspire peace and provide a focus for all to unite in working for 
reconciliation and harmony.  
 
Rev. Nagase first came to England in 1978 to help with the 
construction of the Milton Keynes Peace Pagoda. Rev. Nagase has 
become part of local, national and global peace-making 
networks.  He is a regular participant in the Westminster Interfaith 
Peace Walks, the Pax Christi Ash Wednesday Witness for Peace at 
the Ministry of Defence and Franz Jagerstatter Memorial Service on 
Nagasaki Day, London Catholic Worker Peace Actions, & Hiroshima 
Day Commemorations in Tavistock Square; the Japanese Against 



respect. Anna is a central character in the organisation preparing 
and celebrating the annual peace service on the anniversary of the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
 
Sue Scott has been a Pax Christi member for a good number of 
years. She was also a founding member of the Midlands branch of 
the Neve Shalom – Wahat al Salam support group. She has been a 
supporter of the Palestinian cause as well as the beatification of 
Franz Jaegerstatter. Sue has made two exposure visits to Palestine 
with Pax Christi, most recently the 2015 World Assembly in 
Bethlehem 

She keeps in contact with a group of people similarly concerned 
with peace issues, informing them of news of conferences, lectures 
etc. by email. Sue has been part of the Birmingham Circle of the 
Newman Association and a local choir performing at charity fund 
raising events.  
 

Sheila Gallagher was nominated for the Peace Award because she 
has been involved with peace and justice issues since the early 
80’s. She was a founder member of the North London J+P Network, 
for some years as its Co-ordinator. The Network lobbied for a J+P 
Commission for the Westminster Diocese and was a member of this 
when it was founded. A few years ago she became aware of the 
need for food banks and decided that Barnet needed one. She 
founded the Chipping Barnet Food Bank together with her 
ecumenical contacts in the area. Sheila planned and established a 
Peace Garden in the grounds of St. Peter’s church, acknowledging 
the financial support from the Christian Peace Education Fund. 

Sheila is usually part of marches and demonstrations for peace and 
justice related issues and takes part in the Ash Wednesday witness 
in Whitehall, London. Her example is, to many people, the 
embodiment of Christ’s message to ‘do unto others as we wish 
done to ourselves.’ 

Background 

Pax Christi began this bi-annual system in 2001.  It offers an 
opportunity for Pax Christi to acknowledge the peace and justice 
commitment of ordinary people within the UK.  As a membership 
organisation, a movement for peace, our members, supporters and 
collaborators for peace are our strongest asset – they remind us of 
the words of Pope Paul VI: “peace is the fruit of anxious daily 
care, to see that each person lives in justice as God intends”   

Until 2015, the ‘award’ was a beautiful medal which reflects the 
work of Neve Shalom-Wahat al Salaam village in Israel for Israeli’s 
and Arabs to live together, established by the late Fr Bruno Hassar.  
One side shows the head of Abraham, father in faith to the Jewish 
and Muslim religions.  The reverse shows the symbol of Neve 
Shalom-Wahat al Salaam, “My people shall have an oasis of 
peace.”  

The award changed in 2017 when we presented the P.E.A.C.E 
Please Enlist All Communities on Earth medal.  Both were created 
by the artist Natasha Ratcliffe  

  

 

The Award has been coordinated by Arn Dekker and the Award 
Committee: Lyn Dekker, Stewart Hemsley and Ann Hemsley. 

 

 

 

 



2001 

Martin Newell is a priest, formally for the Diocese of Brentwood 
now a member of the Passionist order.  In 2001 Martin had just 
served several months in prison following the Jubilee Ploughshare 
action, a challenge to the arms trade.  Martin has helped to set-up 
Catholic Worker Houses of Hospitality in England 

Doreen Evered  lived in Bridgewater and was a life-long Pax Christi 
member and served on the Pax Christi Council for many years.  
Doreen was a keen letter-writer and wrote many articles on peace-
making.  She coordinated peace events in Bridgewater and was 
renowned for her hospitality to peace and justice people. 

Mary Thompson received the award posthumously.  By profession a 
teacher, Mary had been involved in the Diocesan J&P Commission 
in Middlesbrough, with Pax Christi and towards the latter part of 
her life with refugees in and around Middlesbrough.   

Bruce Kent played a key role in bringing Pax Christi to England and 
nurturing its early days.  Bruce has been both a staff member and 
President of CND, he founded the Movement for the Abolition of 
War and is a prolific writer and speaker on peace and justice 
issues.  

2003 

Clare Edwards was a long-standing member of the Salford Pax 
Christi group in the 1990s and encouraged the group in local 
actions, services, and in cooperation with other local peace groups.  
Clare also served for many years on the Pax Christ Council, 
representing the Greater Manchester area. Clare died in 2005 

Jean Kaye.  Jean was extremely well known in the women’s peace 
movement for her witness at Greenham, Upper Heyford  and 
Aldermaston  peace camps.  Initially a teacher, she lived and 
worked for most of her life in and around Oxford. She died in 2013 
aged 87 

Ann was involved with action against cruise missiles, visiting Upper 
Heyford Airbase and Greenham Common. 

Ann is well known in Cambridge and was responsible for forming 
the Cambridge Campaign for Peace, Campeace. Later in 2002, with 
one other townswoman, she started monthly silent vigils outside 
the Guild Hall, the so-called Women in Black, still regularly turning 
out with 6 to 8 participants. Stewart, on these occasions is 
classified as an honorary woman also taking part. 

Ann and Stewart are both very much concerned with the 
Palestinian situation and are members of the Cambridge Palestine 
Forum as well as Campeace. Stewart has for some years delivered 
lectures on the situation in the Middle East, at the U3A, University 
of the Third Age. 

Stewart has also, for many years, taken the opportunity to visit 
Comberton College near Cambridge for annual lectures, together 
with a number of other peace activists. These visits are meant as a 
counterweight to recruitment drives by the military in schools and 
colleges.  

2015 

Anna Kobayashi has campaigned for many years against the arms 
trade, joining the blockade at AWE Aldermaston in prayerful 
witness at the Tadley Gate.   She is an active member of Pax 
Christi, CND and CCND, Trident Ploughshares, the Aldermaston 
Women’s Peace Camp and supporter of Catholic Worker groups.   

Anna takes part in the Pax Christi Ash Wednesday witness at the 
MOD in London. 
 
In her parish in Wickford in Essex she was a prominent supporter of 
the Traveller community at Dale Farm, next door to the Catholic 
Church and she has been instrumental in dispelling the unjust and 
prejudicial feelings towards travellers and promoting peace in that 



Alison Williams has  worked for peace, quietly, day in day out, 
over many years and without proper recognition. She has been with 
Pax Christi at least 40 years and she is most passionate about 
support for the United Nations. 

Her family roots are in New Zealand; she is widely travelled, 
teaches English as a Foreign (International) Language but would 
rather the demand were for Esperanto.  Her father joined the UN 
Secretariat when it was taking shape in London in 1945 and Alison 
feels she grew up with the UN.   She promotes the potential of that 
organisation to achieve its aims of peace, justice, good governance 
and sustainable development. 

Living in Wimbledon, she is Secretary of the Merton Branch of the 
United Nations Association and works closely with the Wimbledon 
Disarmament Coalition/CND.  She is admired for her calm authority 
when chairing meetings over hotly contested issues. She faithfully 
turns out for weekly vigils, giving talks to neighbouring church or 
peace groups. 

Alison has represented Pax Christi on many occasions at annual 
conferences of the United Nations Association. She contributes to 
the Movement for the Abolition of War, works with the Network for 
Peace and no doubt many other organisations. The Pax Christi 
award is to be seen as a long overdue tribute. 

Ann and Stewart Hemsley  have both been very active Pax Christi 
members; organising local events and present at innumerable local 
and national peace vigils and demonstrations, always with banners, 
beautifully hand written by Ann, with appropriate scriptural 
references. Stewart was often to be seen at these in sackcloth! 
Stewart offered his services to the Pax Christi Executive and was 
its Chair for many years, representing Pax on many occasions 
including monitoring elections in Turkey and Palestine. Helping to 
deliver peace education in local schools has also been part of their 
work. 

Mark James was a staff member of Pax Christi for many years 
coordinating Pax Christi then youth and Northern Ireland work.  
This included the annual setting up and running of the Pax Christi 
summer hostels, recruiting for and supporting the Play Schemes in 
Northern Ireland and as well as undertaking advocacy and 
campaigning work for the Birmingham Six. 

2005 

Judith Dawes (posthumously) Judith, who died recently, was a 
member of many justice and peace groups; among them Christian 
CND, Pax Christi and the Non-Violent Resistance Network. She took 
part in demonstrations at Molesworth and Greenham Common. She 
visited the nuclear site in the Nevada Desert to take part in 
protests there.                                 She helped establish the 
Catholic Worker House ‘St. Francis’ in Oxford, tending the 
organically grown garlic.  Following a visit to Palestine, she set up 
the Oxford branch of the Palestine Solidarity Campaign. 

Margot Hutchison from Birmingham was a long serving member of 
Pax Christi and member of the Birmingham Diocesan Justice and 
Peace Commission. Margot campaigned on issues including the arms 
trade, overseas development, justice for women, nuclear 
disarmament, homelessness, racial justice and refugees. She 
maintained links with peace and justice organisations in her native 
America.  Margot died in 2007 

Sister Pat Robb CJ  spent many years in Africa which included 
working with the survivors of the Rwanda genocide. On returning to 
the UK she involved herself in several Justice and Peace issues.  
Pat, a member of Pax Christi, has been a campaigner against the 
arms trade, speaking up at arms manufacturers’ shareholder 
meetings.  She is a vital member of the chaplaincy team at 
Oakington Detention Centre for asylum seekers. Pat is also Chair of 
the East Anglia Diocesan Justice and Peace Commission. 



2007 

Brian Wicker’s  involvement as a member of PAX goes back about 
fifty years.  He organised several joint conferences with the 
University of Birmingham’s Extra-Mural Department and PAX on 
matters of security and defence.  When PAX and PAX CHRISTI 
merged in 1972, Brian became its first Chairman.   

Brian has worked hard to keep the notion of ‘just war’ and nuclear 
issues under discussion in the Church, by writing letters to the 
Tablet, writing pamphlets, books and articles and by organising and 
attending meetings and delegations.  He is a trustee of the 
Christian Peace Education fund; he has created a Peace Studies 
course at Fircroft College. 

Brian is an active member of the Christian Council on ‘Approaches 
to Defence and Disarmament’.  For many years he served on the 
committee for International Justice and Peace of the Bishops’ 
Conference. Brian has initiated a process of dialogue between 
Muslims and Christians leading to a recent book, titled ‘Witness to 
Faith? Martyrdom in Christianity and Islam’. 

 Brian served for many years on the Pax Christi International 
Disarmament Commission. 

Sister Lelia Newman OP  worked for most of her life as a teacher 
with the Dominicans. In the early eighties she spent six weeks of 
her sabbatical with an International peace camp in Scotland.  Sister 
Lelia arrived in Belfast seventeen years ago and as a member Pax 
Christi worked to promote understanding between different 
communities and to raise awareness of environment issues. She has 
campaigned repeatedly against war, with respect for the dignity 
and humanity of all.  

She became very involved with the regeneration of three 
communities in the Falls Road area, Belfast-Beechmount, Iveagh 
and Springfield, which led to the building of a community centre in 
the Beechmount area. She was an active member of F.O.R. and the 

In 2009 they were members of the ecumenical fact finding group to 
Israel and Palestine and have shared their experiences with a 
number of local groups. 

Frank and Audrey are active on a local level in support of causes 
such as asylum seekers and homelessness.  They have visited Latin 
America in order to gain first-hand experience of the oppression 
there.  They have established a link with San Antonio de Padua in 
Rio Dulce in support of children there.  Audrey died in 2017. 

2013 

Susan Clarkson is a long-term activist for peace and disarmament. 
Having worked for many years with CND and Pax Christi, she went 
to the USA to join the Catholic Worker movement, taking part in 
various direct actions against military installations. She also went 
to visit Afghanistan recently. Susan says:  ‘The example of Christ is 
clear; we cannot love neighbour or enemy without disarming 
ourselves.  

We cannot serve the poor without defending them against the 
violence of the state. We cannot affirm life without standing 
directly and non-violently in confrontation with all that deals 
death.’ 

Susan joined Catholic Workers in Oxford upon her return from the 
USA. Often you may see her kneeling in prayer, waiting to be 
arrested after cutting wire at Aldermaston or at Northwood, 
marking the MOD buildings at Whitehall, or blockading the gates at 
Aldermaston. In fact blocking the road can make you very 
vulnerable particularly if you have a severe visual handicap.  

Susan also gives talks and writes about her experiences. On her 
visit to Afghanistan she had her hosts organise meetings with 
visually impaired people there, including the deputy director of 
Rehabilitation Services for the Blind in Kabul. 

Susan says: ‘I am doing something God has wanted me to do.’ 



curriculum contains a Peace component and Rachel has used this to 
invite Pax Christi to the school on several occasions. 

She has championed ‘Make Poverty History’; organised a mock UN 
debate at the school with Brice Kent as Chair; she has facilitated 
war correspondent Stephen Grey to speak on ‘the nature of modern 
warfare’ and she has introduced the work of ‘Justice not 
Vengeance’. Rachel has led several trips to Russia to enhance 
international contact and overall she has contributed to building a 
vibrant, caring and egalitarian community at the school. 

2011 

Dave Webb  has been a member of CND Headingly and Leeds City 
Council’s Peace Links Group and the Menwith Hill Forum.  He has 
been involved in organising the annual Olaf Palme Memorial Leeds 
Lecture. Dave has also been Acting Chair of the national CND 
organisation, when Kate Hudson became General Secretary in 2010 
and CND Chairperson at the last Annual Conference. Dave is also a 
member of Abolition 2000 Global Council and Chair of the Nuclear 
Education Trust. He has appeared as an expert witness for peace 
campaigners active in protest at Menwith Hill and has been a 
speaker for the peace movement against missile defence in a 
European Parliament discussion. 

Audrey and Frank Campbell.  As long standing members of Pax 
Christi, Audrey and Frank have devoted much time and effort to 
the work for peace and justice. They have had a long term 
commitment to the reduction in the nuclear arsenal and have 
campaigned against the renewal of Trident. They regularly attend 
the Ash Wednesday act of witness outside the MOD and they were 
involved in organising the Diocesan Justice and Peace Day 
concerning the iniquities of the arms trade.  They have supported 
peace vigils at AWE Aldermaston and particularly engage in 
dialogue with other organisations promoting peace. 

Peace Forum in Belfast. She is involved with Peace People, Pax 
Christi and Jewish/Christian interfaith groups.  

She can still be found demonstrating outside American Consulate 
buildings, Short’s Missile factory, Army and Police barracks and 
marching in anti-walk parades.  She travelled with a group from 
Belfast to the nuclear submarine base in Faslane, Scotland and held 
a prayer vigil there. 

She is an inspiration with her energy, enthusiasm and deep 
commitment to working for justice and peace and her campaigns 
for recycling and encouraging legislation to protect the 
environment. 

Patricia and Michael Pulham.   In the early eighties Patricia and 
Michael joined both Pax Christi and CCND. They were involved with 
protests at Capenhurst Nuclear Enrichment Plant and Patricia 
became the co-ordinator of ‘Snow-Ball’.  Patricia who has been 
arrested many times at Coulport, Capenhurst, South Africa House 
etc. has thirty five convictions and was imprisoned thirteen times 
for civil disobedience.   

Michael and Patricia form an important part of the CCND executive 
committee.  Michael has created the information pack for churches 
‘Nuclear Weapons – what can Christians do?’  

Patricia has also featured in a film making ‘Twenty Five years Since 
Greenham’ and took part in the Greenham Debate during the 
Borderlines Film Festival in Hereford.  They are both members of 
‘Dominicans for Justice and Peace’ and have conducted workshops 
at their Summer Schools and elsewhere. 

Tom Mallon.   Tom initiated a summer play scheme for children 
from the Ballyoran, Churchill, Woodside and Gavachy estates with 
help of the Pax Christi volunteers. That happened in 1975 and led 
to invitations to do likewise in Portadown.   



Following on from the success of these schemes a similar summer 
event was run in Antrim. Volunteers were recruited from various 
countries to lead teams, while local residents would provide 
housing, equipment, and trips for the children and the volunteers 
on their free days. A short time later another summer play scheme 
was held in Armagh City. This all happened during the most bloody 
and vicious periods in Northern Ireland’s troubles. Thanks to Tom 
Mallon and others, bridges were built between the communities. 
His activities in PACE (Protestant and Catholic Encounter) and 
contacts with the Education and Libraries Board were of enormous 
help.   

As the ‘Peace Process’ is beginning to have an effect, it is right we 
should acknowledge the part played by people such as Tom Mallon. 

Milan Rai  is a powerful witness to active non-violence. He is co-
founder of ‘Voices in the Wilderness UK’ and was instrumental in 
putting the impact of the sanctions on Iraq before the peace 
movement and on the political agenda. He has challenged the 
government to be aware of the consequences of its actions in Iraq.  

His visit to Iraq, during the time of the sanctions, provided 
evidence of the madness of UK policies. He brought people 
together under the banner of ‘Justice not Vengeance’ following the 
11th September 2001 attack and helped establish the organisation 
‘Justice not Vengeance’, taking on the causes of Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and more recently Iran. He has published books including ‘War Plan 
Iraq’ and more recently ‘July Bombings’ to look at the reasons for 
the violence being generated in our name. 

2009 

Hans and Teresa Kohen were nominated to receive the award 
posthumously by Winifred Flanagan because of their long 
commitment to work for peace.  

Teresa and Hans were founder members of the British friends of 
Neve Shalom/Wahat al Shalom so it is quite fitting that they should 
be remembered in this way. They have supported Jewish-Christian 
studies at the Ammerdown Centre, the International Mass at Saint 
Catherine’s church, Birmingham and the Jubilee debt campaigns.  

They motivated many people with whom they came in contact and 
challenged people’s thinking on various issues. They provided 
financial aid to a family in the Philippines. 

In the 1980’s they arranged a trip to Hungry to learn about the 
situation of the Catholic Church in that country during the cold war 
years.  Hans, who was of the Jewish Faith died in 1988 and Teresa, 
a Catholic, died in 2005.  They are both remembered with great 
respect and affection. 

Marjorie and James Welch. As long standing members of Pax 
Christi, Marjorie and James have devoted their time and effort for 
more than thirty years to work for peace and justice. In the 1970’s 
they created a Justice and Peace group in Twickenham to raise 
awareness of Nuclear Disarmament, an issue much to the fore at 
the time. In the 80’s they played their part in spreading the word 
of peace, particularly at parish level.  

They have been involved with the Catholic People’s Week 
movement and attending the annual conference of the national 
Justice and Peace Network at Swanwick. They have given their 
personal support to Pax Christi staff and volunteers over the years, 
encouraging the efforts of the Office teams. Marjorie and James 
have been an inspiration to many in their persistence in the work 
for peace. They have not given up or lost hope or perspective but 
persevered on their journey of life, faithful to the Gospel.  
Marjorie died in 2017. 

Rachel Keane.  As second-in-charge in the Religious Education 
Department of Our Lady’s Convent High School, Rachel has pursued 
peace issues for the past eight to ten years. The Sixth Form RE 


