
Celebrating Nonviolence – October 2019 

2,000 years after Jesus, 150 years after Gandhi  

active nonviolence is growing 

Bloomsbury Baptist  Church, London  

 

 

 

“To be true followers of Jesus today 

 also includes embracing his  

teaching about nonviolence”. 

(Pope Francis, World Peace Day 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome  

 To the evening (Pat Gaffney, Pax Christi &CNI) 

 To Bloomsbury Baptist Church (Rev Simon Woodman) 

Plea for peace: we listen to music from Jerusalem: City of Peace 

 Arabic-  In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful!  Praise be to 

God, Lord of the Universe. 

 Hebrew - a plea for peace, improvised. 

 Armenian - a plea for peace, improvised. 

 Latin /Gregorian – Lord grant us peace in our day, for we have no other 
champion to fight on our behalf but You our God. 

Opening prayer said together 

 

Spirit of God, we long to mend the broken circle.  
We long to heal the fractures in the world around us and within our souls. 
To learn from one another the ways of living fully alive. 
To transform those parts of ourselves and our world that block our making 
contact with our deepest reality and with the deepest, richest and most 
sacred dimensions of all other beings. 

A candle is lit 
 
Spirit of God, we long to discover anew the courage deep within us. 
To see and to listen.  To discover our true selves. 
To take steps to stop the cycle of violence in our homes, in our work-places, 
in our neighbourhoods, in our country and in our world. 

A candle is lit 

Longing for peace 

Side 1: In a world crying out for love but still filled with too much hatred 
and violence 

Response: help us to grow as peacemakers 

Side 2: In a country that speaks of justice and equality but fails to live up to 
its promise              /R 

Side 1:  In our communities where some people are considered to be worth 
less than others              /R 

Side 2:  In this city where too many young people, victims and perpetrators, 
have their lives ruined and are caught in the vicious cycle of knife crime.  /R 



Side 1:  In our faith communities, were we often neglect the teachings of 
peace, justice and care of creation.           /R 

Side 2: In our families and among our friends, when by word or deeds we 
hurt each other           /R 

Together: In ourselves, when we are tempted by the world to desire more 
and to neglect what really matters.           /R 

The tradition of nonviolence  

What is nonviolence?  

 The way of Jesus Luke 6:27-3,  (Read by Theresa Alessandro, Pax Christi) 

Silence 

 Fear and Love, from Gandhi   (Read by William Rhind, Gandhi Foundation)  

Silence  

 Nonviolence a vision of community. Martin Luther King, (CD) 

Silence 

 Embracing Jesus’s teaching on nonviolence. Pope Francis 
    (Read by Fausta Valentine, Pax Christi)  

Silence 

 Chanting offered by Rev Gyoro Nagase, of the Nipponzan Myohoji   
     Buddhist order.  

We sing : Ubi caritas et amor.  Ubi caritas, deus ibi est. (repeated several times)  

Nonviolence today 

How do we walk the talk of nonviolence?  

 Conscientious Objection as a nonviolent choice  
reading from Maya Brand-Feigenbaum.  Read by Rachel Sweetman, Pax Christi) 

Silence 

 Community response to knife crime.   Valerie Flessati, St Melitus Parish, 
London and Pax Christi.  

Silence 

 Protecting our planet. Christian Climate Action testimony, of Phil Kingston 

Silence 

 Accompaniment as a model of nonviolence.  Jean Harrison, EAPPI 



Reflective music – Marion Hill   

Together: All of these witnesses of nonviolence teach us how to: 

 love one another,  

 love our enemies,  

 to be become reconciled  

 resist injustice and pursue a new world without war, poverty, nuclear 
weapons, global warming or violence. 

The journey continues 
 
We offer one another a sign of peace  
 
Closing prayer – on the enclosed prayer card 
 
Final song – World Peace Prayer: refrain Satish Kumar, verses  by Marty Haugen 
 

Lead us from death to liife from falsehood to truth 
from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace, 
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,  
let peace fill our universe. 
 

Still all the angry cries, still all the angry guns, 
Still now your people die,  earth's sons and daughters.  
Let Justice roll, let mercy pour down, 
come and teach us Your way of compassion 
 
So many lonely hears,so many broken lives 
longing for love to break into their darkness 
Come, teach us love, come teach us peace. 
come and teach us your way of compassion. 
 
Let justice ever roll, let mercy fill the earth, 
Let us begin to grow into your people. 
We can be love, we can bring peace, 
We can still be your way of compassion 

 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining us 
www.paxchristi.org.uk 


