It is easy to view St. Francis, the inspiration of this document (as of so much in this pontificate) as a romantic dreamer from a long-lost past, yet the description of 'the world of that time, bristling with watchtowers and defensive walls', its cities 'a theatre or brutal wars between powerful families, even as poverty was spreading through the countryside' (n.4) has some strong resonances with the contemporary world and the witness of 'il poverello' to a new way of seeking to build peace retains its power.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Pope Francis himself models this humble approach to peace-making in describing his letter as itself just 'a modest contribution to continued reflection' and rooting it in inter-faith dialogue with a Muslim leader, the Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyab (nn.5-6), recalling St. Francis' dangerous mission to see Sultan Malik-el-Kamil 800 years ago.

The Pope sets himself against 'present-day attempts to eliminate or ignore others' (n.6), offering instead a model of collaboration and 'social friendship' built on respect for the dignity of each person - even 'the worst of the worst' (as prisoners on death-row are sometimes called by those in favour of capital punishment). We are called to break the cycle of fear which dominates so much political life at present. He calls out 'social aggression' on the internet and elsewhere (n.44) in a way which recalls the Letter of James' insight that wars are rooted in angry words and petty jealousies. Online algorithms that put us in touch only with people who share our worldview fuel factionalism and hinder contact with reality. The renewed call to a common search for wisdom and a shared truth (n.50) may prove more important than any particular policy initiative or doctrinal refinement. Peace is a way of life as well as a destination. The Christian community has the particular task of fostering hope in our shouty and divided world. (nn.54-5) 
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