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Peace Sunday – 17 January 2021
‘A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace’
Dear Father,
	As before, I am writing to alert you to Pope Francis’ World Peace Day message in time for Peace Sunday in January. Pax Christi will help to publicise the full text of Pope Francis’ message as soon as it is released.
This year has been one of unprecedented and continuing challenges. We are all conscious of the need to restore and rebuild our communities here and around the world, accepting that we need new ways of working and relating to each other.   The Christian message of peace, through reconciliation, justice and nonviolence, can offer hope and direction in these times.
	In my role as the National President of Pax Christi England & Wales, I invite you to welcome Peace Sunday as an opportunity to focus especially on the gospel message of peace. In response to the different ways in which we are gathering at the moment, Pax Christi has produced a broader range of creative resources to help bring Pope Francis’ message to life for families and individuals, as well as parishes. 
I hope you will find the attached materials and links useful for your own preparations and for passing on to your parishioners and Catholic schools, to inspire a renewed commitment to sharing the peace of Christ. There are activity ideas for children, young people and families, prayers, reflections, homily notes and video clips. Further Peace Sunday prayer cards and activity materials are available from the Pax Christi website. 
Peace Sunday is marked on the Second Sunday in Ordinary time but do consider committing an alternative diary date if that is more helpful for your parish. 
	Despite the restrictions, Pax Christi continues to works across England & Wales with a small team of paid staff and volunteers promoting peace through outreach work, peace education in schools, presence on social media and in the press, and the production of useful resources. 
Like other Catholic organisations, these are uncertain times as regards income.  Therefore, I invite you to seriously consider facilitating a collection for, or making a donation to, the work of Pax Christi at this time as a way to make a practical contribution to continuing the work of peace. I am thankful for this generosity and ask you to support us again this year. 
Pax Christi chooses not to be a charity in order to have the freedom and flexibility to speak up about issues, unrestricted by the constraints placed on charities. Therefore your support is all the more important.
With every blessing and good wishes,
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