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Ideas for speaking in parishes on 
Peace Sunday 2021 about Pax Christi and peace
A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace
Thank you for your courage in speaking for peace at Mass on Peace Sunday – especially in these uncertain times. Use the tips and ideas below to support you. Adapt the ideas - and use your own words as much as you can. Do say something about your own work for peace and/or membership of Pax Christi. People are inspired by hearing others speak from their heart and their experience. 
Checklist before you speak

· If you are pre-recording a short talk, prepare well in advance to allow time to resolve any technical issues.
· When will you be speaking?  During the homily time, after Communion, at the end of Mass? 
· Check on COVID-safe procedures you will need to follow.
· How much time have you been allocated? 
· Go over your talk ahead of time – helps to do this out loud.
· Think about something visual to bring your words to life. A peace flag? A poster? A bunch of greenery? A smile? You can incorporate images into a recorded presentation – check that you have permission to use them if needed.
· Will you be able to make Pax Christi leaflets or prayer cards safely available at the end of Mass?  This really helps to connect people with Pax Christi and with you.
Content ideas:
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak today, Peace Sunday. I’d like to share something of the work of Pax Christi.   My name is …………………………… and I have been a member / supporter of Pax Christi for ……………………. years.  Pax Christi is important to me because  ………………………………
This year Pope Francis has chosen the theme, A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace. (quote a line from the World Peace Day message that really speaks to you. Find the message here: https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2021/).
Perhaps you have heard of Pax Christi already and know that it is the movement for peace, founded in 1945 and rooted in the Catholic Church? Pax Christi as an international movement continues to grow and flourish. In 2020, we welcomed another vibrant, new section, Pax Christi Korea. 

During the difficult year we have just been through together, there were many reminders of the value and importance of the gospel work of peace. 

· Through the year, Pax Christi coordinated times of prayer and witness, often online.
· We made public statements to challenge the arms trade, nuclear weapons and the oppression of the Palestinian people. Along with others, we highlighted that the money spent on weapons can instead be used for healthcare, for ending poverty and for sustainable development.  
· We have an Education Officer who works in schools and at youth events to support young people in exploring peace issues and developing as peacemakers themselves. Some of the work has taken place online this year and has also involved supporting teaching staff to think about these issues and how to share them in the classroom.
· We provide resources such as books, prayer cards, spiritual reflections, online study sessions, greeting cards, and goods from our partners in the Holy Land.
I invite you to think about how you might support the work of peace in the year ahead. 
· Please consider becoming a member of Pax Christi. We can support you to deepen your understanding of being a person of peace - and we would be so glad to have you with us. 

· Consider supporting Pax Christi’s work financially now if you can – we appreciate that for some this is a difficult time.  We are not a charity and we do rely on such donations.

· Please remember Pax Christi’s work every day in your prayers.
Have a look at the resources and information on our website to find out more about us. We are also on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  
Thank you for listening. On this Peace Sunday, I wish you all Pax Christi, the peace of Christ.
