An Appreciation of Malcolm Green
Good afternoon.

Being a very organised person himself, and good at organising people - Malcolm asked me a little while ago to read his eulogy and for his friends to send me their memories of him.  It was a privilege to accept, but I'm going to use a term someone I know used at the recent funeral of her husband - 'an Appreciation', so I have attempted to put Malcolm's, Josie's and many of your memories together in this Appreciation.

So let us start at the very beginning: - he was born at Chase Farm Hospital on 25th June 1949, baptised at St Stephen's just a little way up the road, went to school at Bush Hill Park and Clark's College. He attended Sunday School at BHP Congregational Church, then St Mark's, and was received into full communion with the Catholic Church in 1974, mainly, he said, 'because of caring for those in need, putting the Gospel into practice'. 
He worked mainly for British Rail, first in Enfield in payroll then, after privatisation,  in north and west London  in general personnel.   During this later time Malcolm helped and served staff dealing with their redundancies  and was well regarded by them  for his friendly, knowledgeable and helpful advice which he provided to them during this difficult time. He made some lasting friendships over the years , organising annual reunions -and keeping in touch by phone even during the pandemic.  

Malcolm and Josie met through helping with sheltered housing and were married in Christ Church, Southgate on 4 October 1975 with the necessary permission (of course).  They renewed their marriage vows in 2015 for their Ruby wedding anniversary.
They always lived in the same house in Harman Road - in fact Josie tells me that his parents moved out, so the newlyweds could move in! They joined the fledgling Association of Interchurch Families , which, not only gave him a strong ecumenical interest, but  gave Malcolm the impetus to seek permission for Josie to officially receive Holy Communion in the Catholic Church. I quote Malcolm 'It was always a great joy to be able to receive Holy Communion together; including recently'
He and Josie had lots of wonderful holidays together , including several to Assisi - by train, of course and would often go off for weekends away as well - by train. In fact if you needed to know how to get from A to B by public transport, then Malcolm was the person to ask.
An indication of his unfailing dedication and care for Josie with her bipolar was shown when he visited her every day in hospital when she was going through one particular bad patch - but also that every day he took her a Magnum Ice Cream - now that's caring.

We know that Malcolm followed Christ's teaching that we should love God and love our neighbour, and he was 'A man of faith and self offering'.
He was lead figure in Bush Hill Park Ecumenical programme and organiser of Catholic Mass every Sunday at St Marks Bush Hill Park. It didn't take long for him to get the nick name as the Bishop of Bush Hill Park. He quite liked the name and recently referred to himself as Bishop Emeritus! 

 While in Barnet Hospital and Azalea Court he was keen to receive communion, and even in his last days he had a copy of the Magnificat book close by, together with his phone where he had the Office of Readings, Lectio Divina etc. In one of his last messages to me was 'My time in hospital is giving me time to be Mary, sister of Martha. Say the office more reflectively,  listen more to the what's being said to me in scripture. Like a mini retreat'

The Lay Fraternity of Brother Charles de Foucauld was dear to Malcolm's heart spiritually, and he often opened his home for social events, being the head chef. He served as the National Responsible  for the Fraternity for some years, and  during the pandemic  he organised a Friday prayer group on line. To quote one of the Little Sisters  ' Malcolm dedicated his life for "charity", this love that wants to be close to the "little ones", not to leave anyone behind.'
He was also the founder of the Monday evening Christian Meditation group that provided a stimulating way of experiencing silent meditative prayer as well as reflection on the readings at weekly Sunday Masses.

In a more practical way he supported the church in his altar serving and in his MCing over many years.
Now I am going to quote here from a message from several of the altar servers :-

'Malcolm was a much loved and respected pillar member of our Parish. He had a big presence in the Sacristy, and you could always rely on him to have everything in order, having thought of every tiny detail. During the time when he was receiving chemotherapy, he had a week off and so felt able to come to Mass in the week, sitting with the congregation. Although he wasn't serving, he still spotted what needed to be done and came into the Sacristy a few minutes before the Mass had started to remind the altar servers to light the candles - something that had slipped their minds! Even then, when his body was failing him, his mind remained as attentive and alert as ever. Malcolm was a role model figure for all of the servers, training us all how to serve faithfully and diligently at Mass. In the 12 years serving alongside him, we don't remember one 9am Sunday Mass that he missed. His dedication and commitment to our Parish alongside his love and devotion to his faith is something to admire and something he instilled in all of us. His absence will be deeply felt by the Parish but especially amongst the altar servers, it won't be the same without him.'
Another role in this parish was to take communion to the housebound, which he consciensly did even when he was becoming  ill.
The other part of his life, although inextricably linked, was  Christ's teaching to 'love your neighbour', and this he did, often with Josie. He was a great supporter of the Justice, peace  and ecology mission of the church , and was one of the original members of the Parish Justice and Peace Group which was formed in 1992 and therefore has been actively promoting Justice and Peace activities in the Parish for over 30 years.  His most regular activity was organising the annual Parish Fairtrade Fayre, which has been held in the Parish Centre for 22 years, encouraging Parishioners to recognise the Fairtrade Logo and purchase Fairtrade Goods.  He also challenged a previous parish priest to boycott Nescafe and was instrumental in Enfield becoming a Fairtrade Parish.

He travelled all the way to Liverpool for a Columban Day on Pope Francis' encyclical Laudato Si and both he and Josie would come and support  North London Justice and Peace Network meetings and later Westminster Justice and Peace Commission meetings at West Green.
In recent years his dedication to something he believed in, was his regular volunteering at the Haringey Migrants Support Group at St John Vianney, West green and the Food Bank outlet, ready to help with whatever needed doing.

Malcolm would often attend demonstrations such as the Cafod ones and the Pax Christi/ Christian CND Ash Wednesday liturgy and silent demonstration against weapons of mass destruction. He would also be singing carols at Oxford Circus Station raising money for refugees, although I think his singing voice left a bit to be desired! On a lighter note - during the pandemic Pax Christi held an on line Dancethon and Malcolm and Josie were seen bopping along to the music and having great fun. 
I will now end this Appreciation with a verse from the Gospel of St Matthew sent to me by one of you : chapter 25 verse 23 ' His master said to him 'Well done, good and faithful servant: you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.'
Lauri Clarke 31.8.22
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