										[your address]

										[Date]

Dear [                        ]
Ending the UK Arms Trade with Israel
I am a [ [member/supporter] of Pax Christi England and Wales, the Catholic peace and nonviolence movement] [and also] of [                  ] parish in your constituency.
I am writing to express my deep concern at the on-going war in Gaza and, in particular, at the UK Government’s continued support for the manner in which Israel and the IDF are conducting military operations.  
Many, including the United Nations and the International Court of Justice, consider Israel’s conduct of the war to be a potential breach of International Law and to constitute genocide on the Palestinian people.  
If that is the case, the UK Government’s continued support for Israel makes us complicit in those crimes. The Prime Minister continues to assert that ’Israel must act in accordance with International Humanitarian Law’ without any sense that his comments are redundant if, as seems to be clear, international law has already been, and continues to be, broken.
The killing of three British aid workers in Gaza last week has raised the issue of UK arms supplies to Israel.  It is very disappointing that it should have taken these tragic deaths to raise that issue when there are estimates that almost 200 other aid workers have already been killed in Gaza through Israeli action since October 7th and when over 33,000 Palestinian children, women and men have also been killed.  In continuing to supply arms to Israel, we are also complicit as a nation in these killings of innocent Palestinian people.
On April 3rd, over 600 lawyers, including Baroness Hale, former President of the Supreme Court and Lord Sumpton, a former Supreme Court judge, wrote to the government saying that the supply of arms to Israel must end as it "falls significantly short" of the government's obligations under international law, given the "plausible risk of genocide".  Other significant experts have said the same.
Pax Christi is calling for an immediate and permanent ceasefire; the end of the supply of arms to Israel; the refunding of UNWRA, the free and full access of aid into Gaza and the release of ALL hostages.
Please confirm your position on these issues and the action you have taken to ensure that the UK is not in breach of International Law.  In particular, please confirm whether you have signed or intend to sign EDM 177 ‘Arms to Israel.
I would be grateful if you would copy this letter to the Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary and, on my behalf, ask for their responses. 
Yours sincerely,
