
[                      ] MP
Houses of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
									[Date}

Dear [                          ],

A fast in solidarity with the children of Gaza 

I am writing as a [member] [supporter] of Pax Christi England and Wales, a section of the international Catholic movement for nonviolence and peace.

On the 21st March, Mairead Corrigan Maguire, peace activist and Nobel Peace Laureate, began a 40 day fast in Northern Ireland, in solidarity with the people of Gaza and the children in particular.  
In a statement explaining the reasons for her fast, Mairead said: 
“I just am absolutely shocked by what is happening in Gaza since the war and the policies of the Israeli government are totally against international law and inhumane,” 
According to UNICEF 15,000 children have been killed and 34,000 injured during the first round of violence in Gaza and since 18th March, when the ceasefire came to an end, an additional 311 children have been killed.
On Friday 11th April, Pat Gaffney and Fausta Valentine, two members of Pax Christi will be fasting in front of 10 Downing Street in solidarity with Mairead.
Both have written to the Prime Minster to explain the reasons for their fast and to confirm their belief that the UK Government is culpable in the death toll in Gaza, having abandoned any responsibility for the violations of international humanitarian law perpetrated by the Government of Israel and its military forces.
In addition, for years, the UK Government has been involved in a two-way arms trade with the Government of Israel, allowing it to maintain the military occupation of the West Bank and now the persecution of the people of Gaza.
I am writing to ask that you do all you can to bring pressure on the Government to finally acknowledge that Israel is acting in clear breach of International Law and to end once and for all the supply of weapons which render the UK complicit in these crimes.  
I look forward to your response.
Yours sincerely,  

