198 METHODS OF NONVIOLENT ACTION

Practitioners of nonviolent struggle have an entire arsenal of “nonviolent weapons” at their
disposal. Listed below are 198 of them, classified into three broad categories: nonviolent protest
and persuasion, noncooperation (social, economic, and political), and nonviolent intervention. A
description and historical examples of each can be found in volume two of “The Politics of
Nonviolent Action” by Gene Sharp.

THE METHODS OF NONVIOLENT PROTEST AND PERSUASION

Formal Statements Symbolic Public Acts Processions

1. Public Speeches 18. Displays of flags and symbolic 38. Marches

2. Letters of opposition or support colors 39. Parades

3. Declarations by organizations and 19. Wearing of symbols 40. Religious processions
institutions 20. Prayer and worship 41. Pilgrimages

4. Signed public statements 21. Delivering symbolic objects 42, Motorcades

5. Declarations of indictment and 22. Protest disrobings Honoring the Dead
intention 23. Destruction of own property 43, Political mourning

6. Group or mass petitions 24, Symbolic lights 44. Mock funerals

Communications with a Wider 25. Displays of portraits 45. Demonstrative funerals

Audience 26. Paint as protest 46. Homage at burial places

7. Slogans, caricatures, and symbols 27. New signs and names Public Assemblies

8. Banners, posters, and displayed 28. Symbolic sounds 47, Assemblies of protest or support
communications 29. Symbolic reclamations 48. Protest meetings

9. Leaflets, pamphiets, and books 30. Rude gestures 49. Camouflaged meetings of protest

10. Newspapers and journals Pressures on Individuals 50. Teach-ins

11. Records, radio, and television 31. "Haunting" officials Withdrawal and Renunciation

12. Skywriting and earthwriting 32. Taunting officials 51. Walk-outs

Group Representations 33. Fraternization 52. Silence

13. Deputations 34. Vigils 53. Renouncing honors

14. Mock awards Drama and Music 54. Turning one’s back

15. Group lobbying 35. Humorous skits and pranks

16. Picketing 36. Performances of plays and music

17. Mock elections 37. Singing

THE METHODS OF NONCOOPERATION

Social Noncooperation: Economic Noncooperation: Action by Holders of Financial
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64. Withdrawa! from social institutions

Withdrawal from Social Systems 80. Suppliers' and handiers’ boycott

Action by Owners and Management

65. Stay-at-home :
81. Traders' boycott
66. Total personal noncooperation
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84. Refusal of industrial assistance

69. Collective disappearance 85. Merchants' "general strike”

70. Protest emigration (hijrat)



