Pax Christi - Prayers for Hiroshima Day 81 years on 
Westminster Cathedral Piazza 

Introduction: 
We come together to pray in solidarity with those gathered today in Hiroshima and other parts of the country, the world, who add their voices to the plea: No More Hiroshimas.  No more Nagasaki 
Hymn – to be sung x 4, quietly then becoming louder
Dona nobis pacem in terra,
dona nobis pacem, Domine.
Dona nobis pacem in terra,
dona nobis pacem, Domine

The Iona Community 

Opening prayer said in two parts
Side 1: O God, tender and just,
the names of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
cut through our denial
that we are capable of destroying the earth
and all that dwell therein.
Forgive us - and help us to always remember.

Side 2: Holy God, God of all the ages,
      lead us from death to life,
      to the stockpiling of hope, and of
      possibilities, and of love
      rather than the stockpiling of weapons,
      or stones to throw, or of hate.

Side 1: We pray for the healing of the earth and of 
            its peoples, especially for our sisters and 
           brothers upon whom a nuclear rain poured 
           down. We pray too for those trapped in
           violence in, Ukraine, Russia, Afghanistan, 
           Iraq, Iran, Gaza, Israel, Central African 
           Republic, the DRC, Sudan …..add others

         
Together:  Help us to imagine that another world is
               possible and guide our actions towards 
               the peace you envision, 
               the peace you have already given us.
               In the name of the One who came so that 
               we might have life,
               and have it abundantly, we pray.
               Amen. 
         Adapted: Rev. Loey Powell, United Church of Christ

Reading:  Remembering the children of Hiroshima and Nagasaki – two voices.
Silence
Today is also the feast of the Transfiguration.  We hear the Gospel reading and pray that we may be transformed by God and a witness to the peace message of Jesus

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 17: 1-9
Poem Transfigured and Transfixed

Noon in Galilee, Dawn by the Japanese sea.

The Spirit hovers silently, while the Enola Gay drones away.

Four men on a mountain top; 350,000 down in the valley.

The Son of Man and a bomb Christened 'Little Boy'.

Silently the cloud descends; just as silently a parachute unfurls.

Four men see nothing but Jesus, while 75,000 are never seen again.

Whiter than any new bleached cloth the face of Christ,

brighter than a thousand suns the flash.

"This is my Son, the Beloved.  Listen to him."

This is the nuclear age, be very afraid.

And the clouds weep their atomic rain.

Christ transfigured and the world transfixed,

the dawning of the light of Christ,

the beginning of the nuclear winter.

The date of both - August 6.

Rev. Rob Esdaile
Silence
We pray together: 
Lord Jesus,
you conquered death without 
weapons or violence:
you shattered its power with the strength of peace.

Grant us your peace,
as you did to the women filled with doubt on Easter morning,
as you did to the disciples who were hiding in fear.
Send forth your Spirit,
the breath that gives life and 
reconciles,
that turns adversaries and enemies into brothers and sisters.

Inspire in us to trust in Mary, your mother, who stood at the foot of your cross with a broken heart,
firm in the faith that you would rise again.

May the madness of war cease
and the Earth be cared for and 
cultivated by those who still
know how to bring forth, protect and love life. Hear us, Lord of life! 

 Pope Leo, vigil for peace, Rome, 2026

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace
Final Song: Final Song: This is what Yahweh asks of you 
This is what Yahweh asks of you, only this: 

That you act justly, that you love tenderly,

That you walk humbly with your God. 

My children I am with you such a little while. And where I go now, you cannot come. 
A new commandment I give to you;
 as I have loved you, so love each other. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, trust in God, now and trust in me.
I go to prepare a place for you, 
and I shall come again to take you home. 
Peace is the gift I leave with you, 
a peace the world can never give.
If you keep my word, my Father will love you, 
and we will come again to make our home
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