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Franz Jägerstätter Commemoration,   9 August 2026
'Even if I write these words with my hands in chains, I still find that much better than if my will were in chains. Neither prison, nor chains, nor sentence of death, can rob a person of his faith and his free will.'
The words of Franz Jäggerstätter. And here are the words of St Paul, 'I train myself to keep at all times a clear conscience before God and man'(Acts 24 v16).
Did Franz I wonder have the accounts of Paul, before the authorities, in mind when he himself was arraigned before the state for conscientious objection? We, however, can also notice that both Franz and Paul had to move on from where they had once been. Paul had once oppressed the nacent church. Paul was a good Jew and a good pharisee and he remained a Jew and a pharisee but became a Christian. Paul moved on. Franz moved on from his early compliance with the state to conscientious objection.
Franz also moved on personally in other ways - and his moving on is an encouragement particularly in our contemporary society - as a young man he fathered a child before marrying Franziska later in life. Franz moved on and the church moves on and the church moved Franz on; the Blessed Franz Jäggerstätter.
Moving on is important. We are not stuck.
Both Franz and Paul had of course others to consider. Franz had his family, wife and children. Paul unmarried has at least one sibling, a sister whom we know of, and her son, Paul's nephew to whom he was close and who helped Paul in his mission. And of course they had friends.
Acts of conscience are never purely personal acts; in fact they are anything but personal. They impact on those around especially on those who are in close relationship. They also impact more widely and on authority. Taking a stand challenges authority, and just as all the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of one small candle, the witness of one person can never be expunged.
Franz Jäggerstätter stands first for all who opposed the inhumanity of the German fascist regime which executed some 3000* German citizens for their conscientious objection.
Both Paul and Franz, in their time bore witness and took particular actions called forth by faith.
Conscience leads to action.
In our time we see hatred rise against our sisters and brothers at home and abroad. There are rabble rousers. There are politicians in positions of power and influence who encourage hatred.
Saying no to this hatred is an act of conscience. Saying no to inhumanity is an act of conscience.
Michael Hass was a military drone operator. He was based in Nevada, but the drones he operated bombed the Middle East. In an interview this is what he said; 'operators described their work as cutting the grass before it grows out of control' and 'pulling up the weeds before they overrun the lawn'. Children were called 'fun-sized terrorists'. Michael Hass said 'you are made to think of the targets as just black blobs on a screen. You had to kill part of your conscience to keep doing your job every day'.
You had to keep killing your conscience to keep doing your job every day.
Another Paul, Pope Paul VI, in 1972 said, 'if you want Peace work for Justice'. Justice is not abstract. Justice is the day to day loving of the other who is pushed aside, who is excluded, is threatened, who is bombed and made homeless, who is suffering.
Thank you Franz for your witness to conscience - it is our job now.

· An estimate of those Germans executed for not supporting or opposing. #Franz Jäggerstätter was beheaded. St Paul was beheaded. 

