Making Connections
If we are to explore the value and power of nonviolence it is helpful to see the connection between issues   This simple activity helps to get a discussion going.  

We will need 7 bases (e.g. stools or chairs), 7 balls of different coloured wool, blank strips of paper, pens, signs for the 7 base names, white board and blu-tack
What to do
Set out your chairs in a circle and label them with the following base names.  Put some blank paper and pens at each base and tie one end of a ball of wool to the leg of the base.
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· Climate change

· Arms Trade

· Nonviolence

· Natural Resources

· Poverty

· Refugees

· Militarism

Method
· Divide your group around the bases – minimum two people at each.
· Invite each group to look at the theme of their base and then decide how their base is in any way connected to any of the others. e.g. how might climate change be linked to refugees? 
· On a piece of black paper, write the name of their base and a short explanation of this link and then send an “ambassador” with the slip of paper and the ball of wool, to make a connection to the other base.

· Wind wool round the leg of the base and leave the explanation at the other base.

· Bring the wool back to your home base.

Allow this to continue for 10 or so minutes and see how people enjoy themselves.

Report back
Invite someone from each base to read out the slips they have received – and where they have come from.  If people want to ask questions/clarify the link, let them do so. 

If you are feeling very clever, create a ‘grid’ from the slips to show the cross links. 

How do people view the connections?  Are there positive links as well as negative links?
In making these connections, are we better able understand where action for change has to happen? 
