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Artisans of Peace
In his World Peace Day message Pope Francis reminds us
that all of us want peace and many people build it day by
day through small gestures and acts. Our experience in Pax
Christi is that this search for peace is best undertaken with
others, combining energies, skills, expertise, in networks
and coalitions. Organisations gather around issues and find
distinctive ways to amplify the campaigning and action within
their own membership or constituency, and also bring key
values and teaching from their tradition to the common work.
Here we highlight just four of the eleven coalitions of which
we are members. As you read them you will recognise sister
organisations and may well be in local coalitions, or be
encouraged to create such coalitions, that replicate what
happens nationally.
This year begins with many opportunities: working for
justice for Palestine during the commemorations of Balfour;
celebrating the peace witness of FWW Conscientious
objectors; campaigning for a Nuclear Weapon Ban; highlighting
the scandal of global military spending; developing our work
on nonviolent peacemaking, and building on the World Peace
Day message. Everyone can be an artisan of peace, says Pope
Francis, and we don’t need to be alone in this work.

Together for a Nuclear Weapon Ban Treaty
The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons
(ICAN) is a global coalition which brings together
humanitarian, environmental, human rights, peace and
development organisations in nearly 100 countries. In
the UK, ICAN is made up of a coalition of individuals
and partner organisations which include CND, Scientists
for Global Responsibility and Medact. Key partners
internationally and in the UK also include a range of faith
organisations such as PAX Christi, Quakers, Soka Gakkai
International (Buddhist), Christian CND and the Joint Public
Issues Team (Methodists, Baptists, United Reformed and
Church of Scotland). We also work with Religions for Peace
to reach out to other religions.
An example of the interfaith campaigning done by faith
organisations acting together as ICAN partners is a statement
published in The Times in March 2015 signed by 26 British
faith leaders, the culmination of months of networking and
awareness-raising. It articulated a faith perspective on the
use and threat of use of nuclear weapons:
“Our faith traditions share a belief in the dignity and
unique value of every human life. Consequently, common
to our traditions is the invocation that we shall not kill.
Our faiths discern a strong prohibition to mass slaughter
and the indiscriminate killing of civilians. The threat
of mass destruction can never become the norm among
nation states and it therefore follows that our common
security must be achieved by means other than the threat
of use of nuclear weapons.
…Biological and chemical weapons are deemed to be
illegitimate under international law and international
treaties have been agreed to ban their stockpiling and
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use. As nuclear weapons are similarly indiscriminate and
potentially even more destructive it is very difficult to see
why they should not be treated in the same way.”
Moral and ethical arguments are key to the ‘humanitarian
approach’ to nuclear weapons, which has enabled
significant progress to be made towards a new treaty
prohibiting nuclear weapons, the first and historic
negotiating conference for which will meet in March 2017
following a majority vote at the United Nations General
Assembly. Members of Parliament who attended a meeting
at Westminster on the Ethics of Nuclear Weapons last year,
organised by Martin Birdseye of Pax Christi and Christian
CND, said they welcomed the opportunity to discuss such
an important issue in more depth and away from partisan
pressures.
Internationally, Pope Francis has put the full weight of
the Catholic Church behind the global movement to ban
nuclear weapons. He has urged governments and civil
society “to ensure that nuclear weapons are banned once
and for all, to the benefit of our common home”. Nuclear
deterrence, he argued, “cannot be the basis for an ethics
of fraternity and peaceful coexistence.” Pax Christi is doing
sterling work trying to persuade the Catholic Church in
the UK to follow the Pope’s progressive lead on this issue,
engaging both grassroots and leaders of the Church. Pax
Christi members are encouraged to help promote a new
joint statement from UK faith organisations in support of
the historic negotiations to ban and ultimately eliminate
nuclear weapons once and for all.
Rebecca Sharkey, UK Co-ordinator
www.uk.icanw.org

The Peace Education Network at 25
The Peace Education Network [PEN] marks its 25th
anniversary this year and Pax Christi, a founder member,
has been at the heart of this network – which brings
together organisations engaged in peace education –
ever since.
The first meetings of the fledgling network took place in
1992 and, in November 1993, the first PEN Conference, A
New Look at Peace Education, was held in London. These
conferences would go on to become an annual fixture in
the peace calendar as the network established itself as a
respected champion of peace education.
Over the 25 years of the Peace Education Network our
priorities have shifted, our strength has ebbed and flowed,
and the people and organisations involved have changed.
After the last PEN conference was held in 2008 the network
underwent a period of transition which led to a thorough
review and reimagining of our nature and purpose.
What emerged was a network built around three
network days each year. Half of the time is dedicated
to a business meeting – dealing with the management
of the network, sharing resources and good practice,
exploring opportunities for collaboration, and discussing
issues relevant to peace education. The second half of
our day is taken up with a skill-share workshop where we
showcase a resource, technique, or new development
in the field. This workshop is usually open to educators
from beyond the network and is a continuation of
the professional development provision that the PEN
Conference represented.

PEN members running a workshop

the network is shared between us and Quaker Peace and
Social Witness.
And we benefit considerably from our membership too.
The resources produced – notably the popular Teach
Peace primary assembly pack – are things that are beyond
our capacity alone. The collaborative relationships
fostered at PEN meetings (or in the pub afterwards) have
enabled us to organise or given us access to a variety of
wonderful peace education opportunities.

Alongside our professional development work PEN exists
to build collaborative relationships between members,
share resources and ideas, to produce high quality peace
education resources, and to speak with a common voice
on issues of peace education and wider peace issues that
particularly affect children and young people.

In this 25th year of the Peace Education Network members
will be working to produce an education resource which
explores creative nonviolence as a means of working for
change. We will also have our usual three network days –
the first of which will be on Thursday 23 March at Friends
House, Euston. The workshop at this event will showcase
a new resource from QPSW on Israel/Palestine.

Pax Christi remains at the heart of all that PEN does.
Having chaired PEN for five years the work of co-ordinating

Matt Jeziorski, Pax Christi Schools and Youth Outreach
www.peace-education.org.uk

Kairos Britain in 2017
In 2009 a group of prominent Palestinian Christian
leaders asked a key question of the global Church: ‘Will
you help us get our freedom back?’ After enduring years
of suffering under occupation, Palestinian Christians
were finally calling to account the Churches’ silence and
indifference to their plight, and asking for a coordinated
global effort to help end the occupation and establish
equality for all Palestinians. This became known as the
Kairos Palestine call.
In the UK, our response was to form the Kairos Britain
network, set up in solidarity with the Kairos Palestine
movement. Our focus over the last four years has
been on building a strong and committed network
of individuals,
churches and
community groups.
The network
has trebled in
numbers, and we
have established
ourselves as a
Christian voice
of authority on
issues pertaining to
justice in Palestine
Kairos Britain
and Israel, finding

a place also amongst fellow organisations and groups
working for Palestinian rights.
Now, on the eve of a significant year where we mark
100 years since the Balfour declaration, 50 years of
occupation and 10 years of the Gaza blockade, what
can we do to contribute to a just peace in Palestine and
Israel? The global political landscape has dramatically
changed in the last year, and we could look on in despair
as we face a US-Israel alliance that has even less respect
for international law and human rights than ever before.
Meanwhile the rest of the world seems paralysed to stop
the wave of settlement building and theft of land from
the West Bank, and the continual decline of Gaza into a
humanitarian disaster. Justice seems a distant dream.
However, perhaps our hopes should not lie with those in
power, but with ourselves. At its heart Kairos has always
been a call for the ordinary person to take action, along
with others, and create a global movement for change.
We support the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS) movement against anything profiting from the
occupation, which is having significant success. Global
pressure has worked – companies like G4S, Veolia, and
Sodastream have withdrawn their support to Israel’s
occupation, resulting in a loss of approximately 46%
of direct foreign investment to Israel over the last

10 years. Israel’s reputation has also suffered in the
process, and many more people are becoming aware of
Palestinian rights. We will be increasing our support of
the BDS campaign in 2017 and challenging our audience
– Christians and Churches in the UK – to engage with this
movement for justice.
Our remit also remains to work in partnership with our
members, community groups and fellow organisations,
Pax Christi being one of those. As an organisation that
has a rich history of social action and speaking out for

the poor and marginalised, we look forward to continuing
our work together to raise awareness of the occupation,
and to campaign for its end. In such a significant year,
a unified voice can only strengthen our message, and
help us to reach many more people, working together to
build a movement for justice, equality and peace in the
Holy Land.
Charlotte Marshall, Advocacy Worker, Kairos Britain
www.kairosbritain.org.uk (Copies of the Time for Action
booklet can be obtained free from the Pax Christi office.)

First World War Peace Forum
Pax Christi is working with ten other national
organisations in this coalition which was formed in 2012
to ensure that the story of conscientious objection and
resistance to the First World War gets heard during
the centenary, and to challenge the triumphalist and
militarist tone of the official commemorations.
The other organisations are: Anglican Pacifist Fellowship,
Conscience, Fellowship of Reconciliation, Movement for
the Abolition of War, Network for Peace, Peace News,
Peace Pledge Union, Quaker Peace and Social Witness,
the Right to Refuse to Kill group and the Women’s
International League for Peace and Freedom.
Our most notable event so far was undoubtedly the 2014
celebration of International Conscientious Objectors’ Day.
That was when news media all over the country picked
up on the stories of local COs that we had supplied. We
invited descendants of FWW COs to take part in the annual
commemoration at the CO stone in Tavistock Square,
London, and were amazed at the response. About 150
family members representing 70 COs brought photographs
and ‘named’ them in a most impressive ceremony.
International CO Day on 15 May (a Monday in 2017) is the
date which we’d like to see observed in as many places
as possible, and each year the list of events is growing.
Of course this is not just about the First World War,
but it does offer an opportunity to honour the COs of
your area by planting a tree, holding a short ceremony
with readings, poetry, speeches and music, or even
commissioning a memorial plaque.
Great artistic creativity has emerged from the FWW
centenary and it’s certainly not too late to put something
on. Professional actor Michael Mears has written a gripping
play about the CO ‘Frenchmen’ who were taken secretly
to France and condemned to death for refusing orders.
He performed ‘This Evil Thing’ at the Edinburgh Fringe
last summer and is available for bookings this autumn.
Contact the office if you would like further details.
What does Pax Christi bring to the Forum? We have
been a solid contributor in coming up with imaginative

CO celebration 2014. Credit Alan Gerrard.

suggestions, in sharing the work and material costs.
As so often in collaborative projects, we can reach
the churches’ constituency which most of the other
organisations can’t access. For example, we have
managed to get press coverage, especially through
colleagues at Independent Catholic News, when nothing
else bore fruit.
For Catholics 2017 has special significance because it
marks the centenary of Pope Benedict XV’s fervent
appeal for peace, rejected at the time, but so prescient.
We are also planning an event to honour the very small
number of RC COs who braved the double hostility of
both Church and society, but who paved the way for the
Church’s endorsement at the Second Vatican Council of
the right to conscientious objection.
Valerie Flessati

Support for nonviolent peace activists
We send our support, prayers and encouragement to a
number of people involved in recent nonviolent actions
for peace – challenging nuclear weapons production and
the arms trade.
In January Pax Christi member Nick Cooper was found
guilty of wilful obstruction of the highway, with four
others, as part of the Put Down the Sword affinity
group. They had blocked a gate at Burghfield Atomic
Weapons establishment last June as part of a faiths
day of action. They have a solidarity fund to help with
costs, fines etc at 08-92-86, 17488437. Matt Jeziorski
was able to attend one day of the trial to offer Pax

Christi support. You can read more about them here
https://putdownthesword.wordpress.com/
Daniel Woodhouse, a Methodist minister from Leeds,
and Quaker activist Sam Walton were arrested in the
early hours of 29 January at Bae Systems Warton,
Lancashire. Their purpose was to disarm warplanes
bound for Saudi Arabia for use in Yemen. This was on
the anniversary of the 1996 East Timor Seeds of Hope
Ploughshare Action, when three women entered the
same site to disarm a plane destined for Indonesia.
You can read more here https://blog.caat.org.uk/

Diary
20 Feb -10 April, Leeds Diocese
The Pax Christi ICON of Peace will be travelling
within the Diocese at this time and will be
in parishes in Leeds, Pontefract, Wakefield,
Pudsey, Skipton, Garforth and Cottingley. You
can check the full programme here http://
www.leedsjp.org.uk/event/icon-of-peacediocesan-tour/
1 March (Wed) National
Liverpool Ash Wednesday Public Act of
Repentance @ St Lukes Church (bombed-out
Church) then walk through city. 12.45-2 pm.
Contact Pax Christi Liverpool, janharper1@
yahoo.co.uk
Glasgow Ash Wednesday Witness @ South Gate,
Faslane Naval Base. 2.45 pm-3.45pm Glasgow
Catholic Worker. There may be transport from
Glasgow. Contact glw@catholicworker.org.uk
London Ash Wednesday Witness against nuclear
weapons. Meet at 3pm, Victoria Embankment
Gardens, Whitehall Section. Nearest station
Embankment. Pax Christi, CCND and London
Catholic Worker.
1 March (Wed) National
Parliamentary lobby calling for support for the
global nuclear ban initiative. Arrange to see or
write to your MP/MSP. Organised by CND and
supported by Pax Christi and others. Details
here www.cnduk.org/

2 March (Thu) Leeds
Christian Peacemaker Teams meeting, In
Harm’s Way, Stories From the World’s Frontline
of Peacemaking. Speaker Sarah Thompson,
Executive Director of CPT. All Hallows Church,
Leeds at 7pm. Contact Ruth 07794 659503 or
uk@cpt.org
10-12 March (Fri-Sun) Manchester
The Things that Make for Peace, Joint annual
conference of Fellowship of Reconciliation,
Methodist Peace Fellowship and Anglican
Pacifist Fellowship. Luther King House,
Manchester. All welcome! Contact Emma
emma@for.org.uk
23 March-28 August
People Power: Fighting for Peace. A new
exhibition at the Imperial War Museum,
London. Take a journey from the First World
War to the present day, exploring how peace
movements have influenced perceptions of war
and conflict in this major exhibition. Booking
information here www.iwm.org.uk/
30 March (Thu) Liverpool
Pax Christi Liverpool public meeting
on Palestine with returned Ecumenical
Accompanier. Quaker Meeting House, School
Lane, Liverpool. Contact janharper1@yahoo.
co.uk

20-23 April National
Global Days of action against military spending.
Organise a stall/leaflet hand-out in your
town centre or church. Resources here www.
demilitarize.org.uk
6 May, (Sat) Liverpool
Revitalising the Tools of Active Nonviolence.
Day workshop 10-4pm with Pat Gaffney of Pax
Christi at the Cenacle Retreat House, Lance
Lane, Liverpool L15. Cost £10.00. Booking
essential with janharper1@yahoo.co.uk
3 June (Sat)
Pax Christi Annual General Meeting will be
held at Maria Fidelis School, Euston, London.
An opportunity to discuss how you can be more
involved in our work for peace and a time to
celebrate the work of grassroots peacemakers.
10 June (Sat) London
Peace History Conference at the Imperial War
Museum. Movement for the Abolition
of War website will have details.
www.abolishwar.org.uk
14-16 July (Fri-Sun) Scotland
An ecumenical conference on Christianity
and Nonviolence will be held in Kinnoull
Monastery, Perth. Costs in the region of £150,
to be confirmed. Supported by Pax Christi, J&P
Scotland, Fellowship of Reconciliation, Church
of Scotland. Enquiries to David Mumford,
dmumford@phonecoop.coop

If you are organising a local event don’t forget to let Pax Christi know in time to advertise it, and send a report/photo for the
Members’ News section of the website. If you would like free or sale-or-return resources for events, stalls, meetings please let us
know. We would be delighted to provide them.

Office news
The launch of our online shop. After listening to our members
requests over the past few years we decided it would be great for us to
provide an online shop where all of our greetings cards, books, prayer
cards and more can be purchased in a convenient and straight forward
way. Although the Pax Christi website already has a good number of
free materials available to download, we felt it was time to have more
of our resources available to buy directly from the website shop.
We have begun the process of adding materials to the site. Already
we have a small selection of prayer cards, greetings cards and some
promotional items for purchase. We aim to have more materials
available by late Spring. http://paxchristi.org.uk/shop/
The Pax Christi UK peace award. Since 2001, Pax Christi members
have nominated individuals every other year to be honoured with the
Pax Christi peace medal. Over that time more than 30 people have
received a copy of the Neve Shalom-Wahat al Salam medal by Elizabeth
Koster. Now a new medal has been designed by Natasha Ratcliffe
with the theme Please Enlist All Communities on Earth, to show our
interconnectedness as well as our reliance on the environment.
In 2017 we will again make a presentation of the award to more
workers for peace at our AGM in London and the Award Team would

very much appreciate your help. This is an opportunity to acknowledge
the often hidden work of grass-roots peacemakers who simply get on
with the job and seek no glory.
Please send in your nominations by the 31st March 2017, making sure
each nomination is accompanied by two references. Please send them
to the Hendon office. There is no need to wait until the deadline, the
Award Team are ready to receive nominations now — Arn Dekker for
the Award Team.
Thank you for Peace Sunday. While it is too early yet to judge how we
have fared with donations we have been delighted to receive reports
of great creativity and persistence from members who have organised
services, exhibitions and activities in their parish for Peace Sunday.
Take some time to read through these and capture some good ideas
for Peace Sunday 2018! http://paxchristi.org.uk/news-and-events/
members-news/members-news-2017/

Follow Pax Christi on twitter:

https://twitter.com/paxchristiuk and
http://www.twitter.com/PaxChristiYouth

Keep peace alive. Remember Pax Christi when making or updating your will
Please send me information on
Membership

Publications

Legacy

I enclose a donation of £ .......... to support your work
Name:................................................................................................
Address:.............................................................................................
...........................................................................................................

Tel:.....................................................................................................
Return to Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way, Hendon, London, NW4 4TY
Tel: 020 8203 4884 email: info@paxchristi.org.uk www.paxchristi.org.uk

Pax Christi — Our Values
Pax Christi members live by the biblically inspired values of
Peace, Reconciliation, Nonviolence.
These values are supported by the witness of peacemakers down
the ages and the experience of the Pax Christi community.
Pax Christi is rooted in Catholic Christianity but is open to all
who are in sympathy with its values and work.
Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way, Hendon, London, NW4 4TY
Tel: 020 8203 4884 email: info@paxchristi.org.uk www.paxchristi.org.uk

