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With the academic year having drawn to a close it’s a 
fitting time to look back over my first year in post as the 
Pax Christi Schools and Youth Education officer. The year 
has just flown by, bringing with it challenges, new 
experiences and an ever-stronger belief that peace 
education has a unique role in helping young people to 
explore the world and their place within it.  

I often discuss with students what peace means and how 
they can be peacemakers. As you can imagine, there is a 
wide range of responses to such questions.  This is 
important for two reasons.  Firstly, it gives students a 
chance to listen to and discuss ideas that may be 
different to their own: a vital skill when public discourse 
is so divided.  In an activity putting students in the shoes 
of Franz Jägerstätter and getting them to decide whether 
they would fight or not, students often give the same 
reasons for their decision but come to opposite 
conclusions; something to ponder, perhaps.  Secondly, 
talking about peace and conflict invites students to think 
more deeply about a subject that they may not otherwise 
have considered, allowing them to explore issues that 
affect them and the wider world. It can’t be denied that 
some of the questions are challenging - nor do I have all 
the answers!  However, learning to deal with these issues 
is an important skill in today’s world and essential if we 
are to work for peace. 

Earlier this summer I was invited to take part in a panel 
selecting recipients for the ‘Celebrating Young People’ 
awards. This imaginative scheme run by ‘Million Minutes’ 
invites recommendations for remarkable achievement by 
young people living out various aspects of Catholic Social 
Teaching. One category is the ‘Jimmy Mizen award for 
solidarity and peacemaking’.  It is no easy task making 
the choice.  Among the ‘highly commended’ was a group 
of four young women who had been to the Holy Land as 
part of a ‘Step into the Gap’ placement with CAFOD.  I 
spoke later to one of the quartet, Juliette, and in this 
Justpeace you can read more about her experiences. 

If you are a youth worker, teacher or chaplain, take a 
look at the six award categories and see if some of the 
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people you work with might be suitable nominees 

next time.  http://millionminutes.org/awards  

What’s next?  In the next year I hope to work more 
on the issue of extractives and mining.  This topic is 
on the agenda of Pax Christi international because of 
course it is the source of violent conflict in many 
parts of the world—conflict which is also in many 
places being addressed by active nonviolence. 

We also hope to strengthen our connection with 

schools by encouraging them to become members of 

Pax Christi and build peace into their everyday life.  

The highlight of my role is getting to work with some 
inspirational peacemakers, teachers and young  
people. I’m constantly challenged, awed by some of 
the most insightful observations and encouraged by 
people’s determination to live in a more peaceful 
world. I’m looking forward to what the next year will 
bring. 

Aisling Griffin 

This issue of Justpeace focuses on the engagement of 

young people in peace, justice and environmental issues. 

Peace Education has been a longstanding and important 

strand of Pax Christi’s work.  After one year in the job as 

Pax Christi Schools and Youth officer, Aisling Griffin  

reports on how young people react to her sessions.  Paul 

McGowan spoke to some primary schoolchildren recently 

about their experience as peer mediators, and we hear 

about the passion that has driven two other young people 

to become committed campaigners—one on climate 

change and one about peace in the Holy Land.  

Inspired by young people 

Creating an oasis of peace.  The Comboni Sisters support 
this tiny Bedouin school near Jerusalem.  The mothers 

wanted a kindergarten for their children.  Three teachers 
have been trained from the local community. 

http://www.facebook.com/PaxChristiUK
http://millionminutes.org/awards


Join me in the global strike! 

15th February 2019. I, and  

thousands of other Oxford  

students, ranging from  

primary school age to  

university level, flooded the 

City centre for the first of 

what was to become a  

monthly strike to voice our  

concern and anger over the 

destruction of our climate.  

Climate Change is a massive 

threat to us as individuals, but 

more importantly, to the  

security of peoples around the world, particularly  

poorer countries, who have little to no infrastructure,  

putting them at a real risk. The danger comes not only 

from rising temperatures and flood-

ing, but from the greedy desire of 

international corporations who go to 

ever further lengths in their hunt for 

fossil fuels. At home, we see this  

in the fracking industry, taking up 

increasing space all over the country, 

while overseas we see it in the  

rapacious activities of the extractives 

industry. 

As a 16-year-old, my main concern should be my GCSE 

results, not facing down the tremendously scary  

business dealings of massive companies with more  

resources than I’ll ever see in my life. But I, and my 

fellow strikers, have committed to doing it anyway, as,  

if we do not, we will all face the consequences. We 

want to have a future, the chance to start our own 

families, to create a better world, to make the  

changes that our parents’ generation strived for. 

 

In the almost 12-months since Greta Thunberg’s initial 

strike, and the rise of Extinction Rebellion, there has 

been a clear increase in major news outlets reporting 

of climate degradation. A week before our first strike, 

we estimated numbers would be around 50. Within a 

week, thanks to word of mouth, social media, and a 

tiny article in the Oxford Mail, the actual count land-

ed at around 2,000. By simply acknowledging the fact 

that we are in trouble, and working together, the 

youth of Oxford came out to voice our concerns, and 

we’re only going to get louder.  

Up to this point the strikes have been focused on  

students, but on 20th September there is a global 

strike, with people of all ages invited to step up and 

speak up on behalf of the planet.  Will you be there to 

add your voice? 

Jonathan Cole, Oxford 

Learning from the child mediators 

Peer Mediation - engaging pupils in building up a  

peaceful climate of behaviour and respectful relation-

ships - has been in use in schools for some time, and 

some Justpeace readers will have been involved in it. 

This is a very brief account from two young people, 

about what they have learned so far. 

Caitlin and Joe are just coming to the end of Year 5.  

They are in the same class and are friends outside of 

school. They agreed to talk, in exchange for milkshakes 

and cake.  The school as a whole is new to the idea of 

Peer Mediation.  Year 4 and Year 5 were introduced to 

it during the Spring Term this year, with a letter home, 

followed by a written application from pupils wishing to 

take part in the three-day training provided by an  

experienced organisation. Participants were chosen on 

the basis of their written applications. (Caitlin and Joe 

both remarked that their applications were influenced 

by what they had already learned at home about coping 

with disagreements.) The final group of 24 was roughly 

two-thirds girls/one-third boys. 

Both Caitlin and Joe were very positive about the  

preparation and the practice. They were sure the  

training had helped them to understand what was  

involved, and that the practice was capable of making 

a difference for the better. At the same time, they had 

a number of observations about how to improve the 

workings of the programme, which, it must be 

emphasised, is still in the early stages of  

implementation.  For example: 

 Skills first learned as ‘techniques’ quickly become 

integrated into personal ‘good behaviour’. This 

applies to all concerned. 

 Mediators need support themselves, as a matter of 

course. 

 Communication needs constant attention; Joe and 

Caitlin were not sure if they were expected to  

continue as Mediators into Year 6. 

 Mediators need time to absorb their new skills, but 

they were frustrated by a delay between their 

training and their first efforts to practise it. 

 Racism must always be referred to staff and  

followed up by them, but pupils showed they could 

deal promptly with name-calling. 

This informal feedback exercise has implications for 

the nature of the preparation, the practice, the  

personal development of the Mediators and the  

development of the school as an organisation for 

peace. 

Paul McGowan 



Stepping into a gap for peace 

Diary 

 

relate to people in the Holy Land.  At schools and 
parishes she delivered sessions to break down the 
stereotypes that the area is all about violence and a 
desert!  Young people often have lots of questions 
and many respond positively, wanting to help, and 
joining in writing messages of solidarity.  

The programme has had a profound effect on  

Juliette.  She has seen that when people lose hope it 
may lead to violence. It has changed her  
perspective, strengthening her faith after it was  
challenged by questions posed by her experiences.  
For her it is important for young people to be in-
formed and act on faith when they see injustice, to 
understand what they are fighting for, to be sensi- 
tive to the language they use and to treat everyone 
fairly, as it can be easy to blame people.  Some-
times, it can seem overwhelming, but it shouldn’t 
stop young people speaking out against injustice. 

Aisling Griffin 

3 September (Tue) London 
Stop the Arms Fair ‘No Faith in War’ 
day. Pax Christi and other faith-based 
organisations will lead prayer, 
witness and peaceful demonstration 
outside ExCel Exhibition Centre, 
Royal Victoria Dock, 1, East Gate, 
E16 1XL.  Join us throughout the day 
from 9am until 5pm. More details 
here: http://www.paxchristi.org.uk/
event/stop-dsei-arms-fair-2019/ and 
for the full week’s programme here: 
https://
www.stopthearmsfair.org.uk/join-in/ 

 9 September (Mon) London 
Pax Christi will gather with Quaker 
Peace and Social Witness and others 
for a candle-lit silent vigil from  
7 – 8pm on the eve of the Arms Fair.  
More details here:  
http://paxchristi.org.uk/event/vigil-
at-dsei-arms-fair 

15—22 September 
World Week for Peace in 
Palestine & Israel. Prayer and 
study in support of the World 
Council of Churches annual 
initiative. Visit https://
www.oikoumene.org/en/press-
centre/events/world-week-of-
peace-in-palestine-and-israel 
  
21—22 September (Sat-Sun) 
Braziers Park, Oxfordshire 
Action for Peace: weekend camp 
marking International Peace 
Day, which will explore issues, 
attitudes and ethics related to 
nuclear weapons and war. Film, 
music, drama and discussion. 
Info and bookings: http://
www.braziers.org.uk/action-for-
peace 
 
2 October (Wed) London 
International Day of 
Nonviolence.  Join Pax Christi 
for an evening of reflection and 
discussion marking the 150th 
birthday of Mahatma Gandhi. 
6.30—8pm Bloomsbury Central 
Baptist Church, 235 Shaftesbury 
Avenue, WC2H 8EP 

26 October (Sat)  
Christian CND day conference and 
AGM. 10.15am start at Brentwood  
Cathedral, Ingrave Road, CM15 8AT.  
Speakers include Theresa Alessandro 
More details: http://
www.christiancnd.org.uk/events/ 
 
2 November (Sat) London 
‘Primed for War’ - Ben Griffin of  
Veterans for Peace will give the 
Movement for the Abolition of War 
Remembrance lecture at 2pm in 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, 
235 Shaftesbury Ave, WC2H 8EP. All 
welcome. 
 
11 November (Mon) Manchester 
Banned books for peace: The Last 
Weapon and The Weapon Unsheathed 
by Theodora Wilson Wilson. Short film 
with Maxine Peake and talk by Paul  
Anderson. 7pm Cross St Unitarian 
Chapel M2 1WL. £6 (£4 concs) To 
book: www.eventbrite.co.uk and find 
banned books for peace Manchester 
 
Looking ahead: 2020 will be the 75th 
anniversary of Pax Christi. Why not 
plan a local celebration?  Our AGM 
will be on Saturday 6 June in London. 

Juliette is one of four young people who went to the 
occupied Palestinian territories as part of CAFOD’s 
‘Step into the Gap’ programme. The group were 
‘Highly Commended’ at the Celebrating Young People 
Awards 2019.  As part of the programme Juliette spent 
a year at a youth retreat centre in Hexham and  
Newcastle Diocese and visited CAFOD partners in the 
Holy Land, including Tel Aviv, Bethlehem, Jerusalem 
and the West Bank. These projects enable local people 
to encounter each other, facilitating discourse  
between Israelis, Palestinians and other minority 
groups in the region.  They focus on Human Rights and 
empowering young people to share their experiences.  

What was the highlight of her trip? I asked Juliette. 
She recounts the time she visited a community in the 
West Bank and was struck by their warmth, being  
offered coffee and mint tea. It was both a beautiful 
experience and a heart-breaking one, as they  
described the threat of violence that the community 
faces from settlers.  Their determination to continue, 
their sense of ‘sumud’, or steadfastness, was striking.   
 
Juliette was surprised by the similarities between the 
UK and Tel Aviv: young people were interested in  
social justice and volunteering just like in the UK.  In 
one project young people focus on issues like discrimi-
nation and even ‘manspreading’, whereas you might 
have expected it to be fighting and identity.  Military 
conscription in Israel is difficult to refuse, and the  
army influences their lives as they think about the  
future.  Though their lifestyle may be different young 
people have similar hopes and dreams.   
 
There were many examples of people working for 
peace and solidarity.  As part of her placement  
Juliette shared her experiences, and hopes that young 
people in Britain will have learnt to understand and  

 

Juliette (left) with companions beside the Separation Wall 
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Office News 

Please send me information on 

Membership   □    Resources  □     Legacy  □  

I enclose a donation of £ ……  to support your work 

Name: ……………………………………………………………………….…………………. 

Address: …………………………………………………………………………….……… 

Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way, London NW4 4TY   

Pax Christi—Our Values 

Pax Christi members live by the biblically inspired values of  
Peace, Reconciliation, Nonviolence. 
These values are supported by the witness of peacemakers down 
the ages and the experience of the Pax Christi community. 

Pax Christi is rooted in Catholic Christianity but is open to all who 
are in sympathy with its values and work.  
 

Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way, London NW4 4TY   
Tel: 020 8203 4884   info@paxchristi.org.uk   www.paxchristi.org.uk    

Keep peace alive.  Remember Pax Christi when  
making or updating your will  

Stop the Arms Fair 
We will be protesting about the DSEI Arms Fair in  

London’s Docklands in early September. See enclosed 

flyer for details of the ‘No Faith in War’ day on  

Tuesday 3 September.  See the website for details of 

the evening silent vigil on Monday 9 September too.  

Can you come and support the protest?  Can you be 

part of an act of solidarity where you are?  Can you 

join us in prayer? Pope Francis reminds us that money 

made from the sale of arms is ‘drenched in blood’. 

Please let us know your plans – and ask if you have 

any queries. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel 

In the context of a deteriorating situation in  

Palestine, we will be marking the World Week for 

Peace in Palestine and Israel between 15 and 22  

September. See the enclosed flyer for more details. 

Put the dates in your diary now and start planning; 

resources will be available soon. Again, let us know 

your plans and ask for any help. 

International Day of Nonviolence  

The International Day of Nonviolence on 2 October 

will this year mark the 150th anniversary of Gandhi’s 

birth.  We will be celebrating with an evening of  

reflection and discussion on nonviolence. One event 

will take place in London (see Diary) and one else-

where.  Would you like to put on an informal event 

near you?  Invitations to host the evening in another 

part of the country are welcome.  

NJPN conference 

Theresa Alessandro and Fausta Valentine attended the 

National Justice and Peace Network Annual  

Conference on the theme ‘Forgotten People,  

Forgotten Places’.  We encouraged everyone to  

prepare mini-banners to protest about the arms trade 

(see left). We will be taking the banners to the ‘No 

Faith in War’ protest day to form part of a creative 

display.  Some took their banner home to display in 

their area, in solidarity. It was also a good opportunity 

to share our Urgent Action flyer on the demolition of 

Palestinian homes by the Israeli authorities which had 

happened in the week before.  Many people went 

away intending to write to their MP and the Foreign 

Office demanding action.  

Peace Sunday  

Peace Sunday: If your parish has not marked Peace 

Sunday this year, why not do so in September? Perhaps 

tie it in with the World Week for Peace in Palestine & 

Israel. Next year Peace Sunday will be on 19 January 

and we will be promoting Pope Francis’ World Peace 

Day message as usual. Talk to your parish priest now 

and get it in the diary. Ask for a collection to support 

the work of Pax Christi – we can send dedicated  

envelopes if your priest would like them. Think about 

giving a talk yourself, or encouraging another member 

to do so. Pax Christi member Anne Nugent gave a talk 

for the first time in her parish this year and raised a 

wonderful £600 to support our work.  People are  

always inspired to hear someone local speak about 

peace and we can help you to prepare.  

Pax Christi members at the National Justice and Peace 
Network annual conference in Swanwick, July 2019 

Ready for DSEI - Some of the mini-banners made by  
participants at the National Justice and Peace Network 

annual conference in Swanwick 


