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As I write this, the Pax Christi office is 
closed, all staff are working from 
home, and our world is in the grip of a 
global pandemic. We will get through 
this, and hopefully will have learned 
lessons for a better, and fairer, life for 
many. 
 
2019 was a game-changer. This time 
last year we said a (reluctant) goodbye 
to Pat Gaffney, and a warm hello to 
Theresa Alessandro, as Director. In 
June Peter Hickey moved to a new job 
with Sabeel-Kairos, and his successor, 
Rachel Sweetman, arrived in Septem-
ber.  By far the biggest challenge of my 
term as Chair has been the recruitment 
and settling in of three new staff 
(Aisling Griffin had started work in  
September 2018).  The long process of 
job description updates, advertising, 
interviews, and the inevitable ‘bumps’ 
along the way, was more challenging 
than we had anticipated — especially 
for a very small organisation like Pax 
Christi. But we got through that, and 
have an excellent team on board. 
 
The Executive Committee began a  
communications review: how we talk to 
our members, the wider community, 
and to new, and younger, audiences.  
This will no doubt be informed by new 
ways of communicating and working as 
a result of the current lockdown. 
 
In 2019 Pax Christi Scotland was born! 
We look forward to working together 
with the newest section of Pax Christi 
International. 

 

Pax Christi International is celebrating its 75th Anniversary but, sadly,  
the planned international assembly in Hiroshima had to be postponed 
due to the coronavirus.  We are preparing a travelling 75th Anniversary 
exhibition which will circulate when circumstances allow. 
 
Finally, I am standing down as Chair at the June AGM.  It has been a real 
privilege to serve Pax Christi in this way.  When I took the Chair in 2016, 
we were starting on a Strategic Review, and I am very proud of what the 
Executive achieved on this. It will be reviewed and updated periodically. 
 
I want to thank everybody: staff, executive, volunteers and all our  
supporters.  We have no idea how the current upheaval will change  
Pax Christi, ourselves, and our world.  Let’s remember: ‘So do not worry 
about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.  Each day has 
enough trouble of its own’. (Matthew 6:34)  

        Holly Ball, Chair of Pax Christi 

Pax Christi members vigil outside Westminster Abbey during a  
thanksgiving service to mark 50 years of nuclear ‘deterrence’. May 2019  

May the pandemic ‘inspire a renewed commitment to overcome rivalries 
among leaders of nations...Conflicts are not resolved through war.’     

Pope Francis, March 2020  

Pax Christi Executive and Staff 

President: Archbishop Malcolm McMahon op 
Chair: Holly Ball, Vice-Chair: Chris Cole, Treasurer:  
Joe Burns; with Laura Atherton, Henrietta Cullinan,  

Lorraine Mirham, Joan Sharples, plus Paul McGowan and  
Ann Farr (both co-opted).  
In the office: Theresa Alessandro, Director, Fausta  
Valentine, Administrator, Aisling Griffin, Youth and Schools, 
Peter Hickey, Publications and Member Support (to June 
2019), Rachel Sweetman, Communications and Resources 
(from Sept 2019), with Valerie Flessati, Editor, and volun-
teers: Guy Asaert, Helga Calloway, Lauri Clarke, Alexanne 
Dieu, John Dowbekin, Nuala Flynn, Peter McNamara,  
Rebecca McLaughlin, Ann Milner, Jo O’Brien, Sr Monica 

O’Brien, and many more who help with mailings and events. 



If you would like a copy of the full accounts for 2019 please contact the office. 

Income - Comparison 2018 / 2019 

Pax Christi Income and Expenditure 2019 

Pax Christi resources have 
been in demand as always. 
We produced action postcards 
for the World Week of Peace 
in Palestine and Israel, an 
updated Pax Christi  
Palestine/Israel briefing  
document and a new mini-
leaflet for the ‘Year of the 
Word’ with scripture quotes 
about peace.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Preparing the 2020 Peace 
Sunday materials was  
particularly challenging this 
time because Pope Francis’ 
message ‘Peace as a journey 
of hope: dialogue, reconcilia-
tion and ecological conver-
sion’ was only announced in  
December.  For the first year 
ever we had to print the 
booklets without the theme - 
or they would never have 
reached the parishes before 
Christmas.  We are indebted 
to Fr Rob Esdaile for guess-
timating the right approach  
in his text, and to our office 
volunteers for their speedy 
work getting the mailing out. 

Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way, London NW4 4TY 
 020 8203 4884      www.paxchristi.org.uk 

https://twitter.com/paxchristiuk                  www.facebook.com/PaxChristiUK 

Resources for  

every season 

Fausta Valentine (below right) 
with some of Pax Christi’s  
brilliant volunteer team. 

Expenditure - Comparison 2018 / 2019 

2019 Expenditure breakdown:  Salaries 62 %     Publications 4 %       Office expenses 18  %      

      Promotion & Events 2 %      Affiliations 8 %       Fees 5 % 

If you would like a copy of the full accounts for 2019 please contact the office. 

Total  
Expenditure: 
£231,174 

Total  
Expenditure: 
£232,351 

 

Total  
Income: 
£204,520 

Total  
Income: 
£248,911 

2019 Income breakdown:  Peace Sunday 33 %     Sales & events 4 %  Subscriptions 13 % 

               Donations 32 %      Grants 18 % 
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