
Highlights of our work 2019-2020 

With growing understanding of climate change, 
one of our Executive Committee members is keeping us connected with Extinction Rebellion Peace.  
Aisling joined the Pax Christi International working group on Extractives – one issue that brings to-
gether armed conflict, justice and care for creation.   Pax Christi is active in many other coalitions 
too, including the Network of Christian Peace Organisations, the Nuclear Weapons’ Financing  
Research Group, Peace Education Network, FaithJustice, The Catholic Bishops’ Middle East Forum,  
International Conscientious Objectors’ Day group, Global Day of Action on Military Spending,  
Catholic Youth Ministry Federation (CYMfed) and National Justice and Peace Network. 
 

 
Our involvement in the global Catholic Nonviolence Initiative has continued, and our new project, NonvioLent, sparked interest as far afield as America.  
Inspired by Pope Francis calling us to ‘set aside every act of violence in thought, word and deed whether against our neighbours or against God’s crea-
tion’, we set up a closed Facebook group where members could share their thoughts and a Lent blog with reflections written by Pax Christi members. 

The commitment of Pax Christi members is inspiring.  Before coronavirus intervened,  
Theresa visited Pax Christi members or groups in Leeds, Liverpool, Coventry, Nottingham 
and York.  She also spoke at the Christian CND AGM in Brentwood, the Coventry ‘Global 
Rising’ conference, an ACTA (‘A Call to Action’) event in Birmingham, Nottingham Justice 
and Peace assembly, a Leeds J&P Commission meeting, a York Newman Association  
meeting, and a Nottingham International Women’s Day event. 
 
Members had a busy year.  It was year of films!  The Catholic parish in Guildford  
organised a film night and raised £625 for Pax Christi.  Leeds Pax Christi group joined with 
the Justice & Peace Commission to host a film as part of the Leeds Palestinian Film  
Festival. They held a Q&A and shared Palestinian snacks afterwards.  Cambridge member, 
Arn Dekker, began a programme of film showings: he takes participants on a virtual tour 
of Cambridge peace trail and promotes discussion. 
 
Meanwhile, Pax Christi 
members ran stalls in 
Finchley, Birmingham, 
Leeds, Coventry and 
London.  They sold 
goods that support our 
partners in Palestine, 
sharing the peace  
message and raising 
modest funds for Pax 
Christi too.  As part of  
Abingdon Peace Group 
Pax Christi members 
worked with friends to 
create an art exhibition 
called ‘Peace and War 
through Children’s 
Eyes’.   
 
Pax Christi members are involved in encouraging council leaders in three cities to endorse 
the nuclear weapons ban treaty as part of the ICAN Cities Appeal.   
 
There were lots of creative ideas for Peace Sunday.  Decorated doves were pinned to a 
tree in Crook as part of an ecumenical event; in Mold members and parishioners spent an 
evening together discussing peace; in Coventry the little ones pretended to be doves; 
talks were given by Pax Christi members in at least sixteen locations around the country.  
A fuller report is on the Pax Christi website. 

Our members in action 

22  
joined our 
closed FB 
group for  

NonvioLENT 

2500+ hours 
of volunteer 

work 
(includes exec 

committee) 

In 84 
  sessions 
we reached 
2600+ young 

people  

3 Ash  
Wednesday 

events: London,  
Liverpool & 
Coventry 

20,000 
prayer cards 
distributed 
for Peace 
Sunday 

3000+ 

Twitter  
followers 

The Pax Christi year in numbers 

45 people 
joined our first 
online prayer 
vigil: climate, 

peace,  
coronavirus 

Peace Education—Aisling Griffin writes:  

We have had a busy year in schools and at events around the country. We have visited 21 
schools across 8 dioceses, speaking to over 2600 young people and delivering 84 sessions 
on subjects ranging from the conflict in Israel/Palestine to how to be a peacemaker. We 
also continued being a part of the Northampton Faith in Action 
day, where schools from across the diocese explored issues 
affecting refugees.  Different organisations ran sessions and, 
with Pax Christi, students helped create a banner that was  
taken to the ‘No Faith in War’ day outside the DSEI Arms Fair. 
 
We have continued offering INSET sessions for school staff 
looking at what creates peace and how this can relate to their 
work. This year we have spoken to two confirmation groups 
and took part in the Clifton diocesan summer camps, World 
Youth Day @ Home and the ‘Celebrating Young People Awards’ 
young adult alumni gathering.  In January we collaborated with 
SPARK Social Justice in the diocese of Leeds to deliver a  
session on peaceful protest. We remain a member and co-chair of the Peace Education 
Network, bringing people and organisations working in peace education together, and are 
also partners of FaithJustice, a network for young adults interested in faith and social  
justice.  We look forward to working with them more over the coming year. 

To coincide with Pope Francis’ visit to  
Hiroshima and Nagasaki (November 2019) 
our National President, Archbishop Malcolm 
McMahon, issued a statement saying:  

‘Here is an opportunity for the  
leaders of nuclear weapons-possessing  

countries such as the United Kingdom to 
demonstrate creative, moral courage. We 
call on our government to sign the Treaty 
for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons’.  

Pax Christi members at the 2019 National J & P conference, Swanwick 

We spoke up for peace in a nuclear weapon-free  
world, outside Westminster Abbey last May 
while 50 years of Trident were ‘celebrated’  
at a service inside.    
 

We spoke up for peace built on justice and  
nonviolence at the London Docklands Arms Fair 

in September.  

On Ash Wednesday, Pax Christi members 
gathered in Liverpool city centre (below), in 
the ruins  of Coventry Cathedral and at the 
Ministry of Defence in London to repent and 
protest against nuclear weapons.    

In January this year Pax Christi had a presence at ‘The God Who Speaks’ Scripture Roadshow for 
the ‘Year of the Word’.  Theresa and Aisling engaged at Westminster Cathedral with school groups, 
members of religious orders and lay people.   
 
In March we were thrilled to co-host with the London Catholic Worker an evening with  
Kate Hennessey. Kate spoke about her grandmother, Dorothy Day, and read from her book:  
Dorothy Day: The World Will Be Saved By Beauty.  An audio recording of the event is on our  
website if you missed it. 

At last year’s AGM we gave peace awards to  
Fr Joe Ryan, Peter van den Dungen and Anna 
and Eleanor Marshall (pictured with Archbishop 
Malcolm McMahon, on the left). It was  
wonderful to see practical and painstaking 
work for peace across the generations.  


