
A home learning resource GCSE Religious Studies AQA specifica-
tion B 3.2.2.2 Dialogue 4 and Edexcel specification B 4.2  

Learning Objective: To learn about the work of Pax Christi—the  international Catholic peace organisation 
by examining stories of how Pax Christi  members work for peace  

This is a worksheet looking at a Catholic peace movement called Pax Christi. Before you start, do you think 

it is important for Christians to work for peace? What evidence could you give?  

 

Below is a text about Pax Christi, a Christian organisation which believes that work for peace is fundamen-

tal to life as a Christian. Read through the text, highlighting what you think are key bits of information. 

Once you have read through the text, have a go at the crossword and see how much you remember. 

When you have filled in what you can from memory, look back at the text to finish the crossword (answers 

available at the end of the worksheet).  

The work of Pax Christi 

“Pax Christi , which means Peace of Christ  in Latin, was founded by Catholic Christians in France in 1945 

to promote reconciliation with the German people after the Second World War. 

The inspiration for Pax Christi came from two people: Marthe Dortel-Claudot, a schoolteacher, who be-

gan a campaign of prayer for reconciliation and peace and Bishop Pierre-Marie Théas, bishop of Montau-

ban in the South of France, who had spent time in prison during the war for protesting against the Nazis. 

Marthe and Bishop Théas met in March 1945 and Pax Christi was established. 

Peace Walks were an important part of the early work of Pax Christi. It was recognised that meeting peo-

ple in other countries was vital if they wanted to build a peaceful Europe. Inspired by their experiences 

on these peace walks a group of young people set up a Pax Christi group in London – the beginning of 

Pax Christi UK. As Pax Christi celebrates its 75th birthday there are over 100 Pax Christi organisations in 

59 countries around the world. 

Vision and values 

Pax Christi’s vision is for a world where people can live in peace, free from the fear of violence in any 

form. Its three core values are peace, non-violence and reconciliation.  But what does this mean?  

Peace 

A world where human rights 

are respected 

Where basic needs are met 

Where people feel safe and 

valued. 

Nonviolence  

Respects the lives of others 

Challenges what is not fair or 

just 

Offers alternatives to violence 

and war. 

Reconciliation   

Mends damaged  

relationships. 

 

 



Once you’ve completed the crossword, we will take a closer look at the ways in which Pax Christi members 

work for peace by looking at the work of four of it’s members. Kate, Chris, Ann and Christopher have each 

wrote a peace thinking about how they work for peace. Read through the texts and make notes on the 

following questions:  

What do they do for peace?— What is their motivation? — What are the risks involved? —What do they 

hope to achieve? — Do you think they will be successful? —Is there anything more would you want to 

know? 

 

The work of Pax Christi and it’s members can be summed up in four headings: campaigning, solidarity, 

prayer and education. Which headings could correspond with each member? Using your knowledge and 

some research, can you give a definition for each heading? What do you think is the most important part 

of Pax Christi’s work  and why? 

My friends, what good is it for someone to say they have faith if their actions do not prove it? 

James 2: 14 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Matthew 5: 9 

Seek peace, and pursue it. 

Psalm 34: 14 

Pax Christi people 

People join Pax Christi because they believe that Christians should work towards an end to war and vio-

lence and find better ways of resolving conflicts. Members draw strength and encouragement from the 

Bible and the teachings of the Catholic Church. A few examples of biblical passages are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are also examples of where the church has talked about the importance of working for peace. One 

example is a quote from St Pope John Paul II and the others are taken from papal encyclicals– ‘letters’ 

from the Pope to the Church:  

Inspired by the teachings of Christ and the church, Pax Christi members work tirelessly for peace in their 

homes and families, their communities and places of work, and in the wider world.” 

“Movements like yours are precious. They 

help draw people’s attention to the vio-

lence which shatters the harmony be-

tween human beings which is at the heart 

of creation.” 

Pope John Paul II to Pax Christi Interna-

tional 

“Peace is the fruit of 

anxious daily care to see 

that everyone lives in 

the justice that God in-

tends.” 

Populorum Progressio 

#76 

“Peace remains an emp-

ty word unless it is trans-

lated into social struc-

tures which rest on truth 

and justice, on freedom 

and love.” 

Pacem in Terris #167 

Thank you for learning about Pax Christi! For more information you can visit our website at www.paxchristi.org.uk 



Links to the crossword and member profiles can be found below or our website and downloaded from:   

https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-education/gcse-re/  

 

Crossword: https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/GCSE-APC-Quiz.pdf  

Member profiles: https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/GCSE-APC-Member-

Profiles.pdf  

The crossword answers are below or can be downloaded at: https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp/wp-content/

uploads/2016/07/GCSE-APC-Quiz-Answers.pdf   

 

Answers to the crossword 

1   Bible  

2 & 6  Germany & France   

3, 8, & 11  Peace, Nonviolence & Reconciliation   

4   Peace of Christi 

5   Marthe  

6   See 2  

7   Children  

8   See 3  

9   London  

10   War  

10   Walks  

11   See 3  
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