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NEW LIFE BEYOND 75 

Pax Christi is 75 years old. Founded in response to a war 

of extreme brutality, the movement is animated by a 

belief linked to faith: reconciliation is always possible, 

even when relations have hardened under the effect of 

ideologies and conflicts of interest. 

Today we are a global movement, a large network of 

member-organisations on five continents, each 

contributing in its own context to peace and 

reconciliation. 

However the peace to which the world aspires is 

constantly undermined by a globalized, unjust and 

unequal political, economic, social, human system. Hence 

the role of Pax Christi today is to be more and more 

working against injustices and inequalities at all levels. 

The reality today is that we live among men and women 

who are in unacceptable situations. We, therefore, must 

think of what is ruining the lives of many around the 

world: poverty, exclusion and lack of future prospects. 

This is a serious violence against our human brothers and 

sisters. 

There is only one way for us to eradicate injustice and 

that is by the principle of active nonviolence, through 

which men and women cannot be dragged into the 

negation of their rights and dignity. Faced with this 

continuing danger, Pax Christi must always be in a 

position of vigilance and alertness, of non-acceptance 

and of advocacy.  

The Pax Christi network must be powerful because 

today the threat is constant and global. The faces of 

violence, the systemic roots of racism and exclusion 

and the search for ways of reconciliation, must  

therefore continue to challenge our movement. 

The work for peace and for nonviolence is  

multifaceted. It must be led with intelligence,  

conviction and determination, but also with faith and 

hope in the One who is the Prince of Peace. We have 

to believe that  ‘peace is possible and that the  

vicious cycles of violence and injustice can be  

broken’. Pax Christi must be there to open, under 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, new paths where  

dialogue replaces extreme 

violence. 

Marc Stenger, Bishop of 
Troyes, France, and Co-
President of Pax Christi In-
ternational (pictured with 
Greet Vanaerschott,  
Secretary General) 

‘Radical grace offers a different world.  Radical faith trusts that the Spirit 
will make that world possible. And today we are asked yet again to decide. 
Will we begin again? Will we offer that new beginning, that different way of 
doing things, to our world? Will we break the cycles of hatred and retaliation 
which disfigured the last century through two world wars? 
 
Like the dove sent out by Noah after the flood, the Dove of Peace today 
seeks somewhere to rest; and seeks, too, the olive twigs that might  
betoken a different future and a new hope. It is surely our task as  
followers of the Lamb of God, the innocent victim who rejected the way of 
violence and so took away the sin of the world, to provide that resting place 
and to nurture those olive twigs of peace wherever they may grow.’ 

Beyond 75 – the role of Pax Christi International  

https://twitter.com/paxchristiuk 

https://twitter.com/PaxChristiYouth 

www.facebook.com/PaxChristiUK 

www.paxchristi.org.uk     

https://www.instagram.com/paxchristi_/  

Follow us and share with us: 

It was always going to be a year of anniversaries:  75 years since the end of the Second World War, the use of 
atomic weapons on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the founding of the United Nations, and, from small beginnings in 
the south of France, the growth of Pax Christi.  Back in January, Fr Rob Esdaile offered this reflection for 
Peace Sunday. It now seems even more pertinent, as, profoundly shaken by the COVID-19 pandemic, we  
struggle to construct more just ways of living together as the human family.  

http://www.facebook.com/PaxChristiUK
https://www.instagram.com/paxchristi_/


Beyond 75—another Kairos moment 

Beyond 75—Anniversary Exhibition  

 

As I write it’s the 75th anniversary of VE Day. We are bad 

at looking forward with imagination. But we’re certainly 

accomplished at looking back with pride.   

Britain emerged from the Second World War apprehensive 

and expectant. Beveridge published his Report in  

November 1942; a welfare state (disapproved of by the 

bishops) was established by the post-war Labour govern-

ment. Nye Bevan fought for, and launched, a National 

Health Service. A new global vision was embodied in the 

United Nations, in its Declaration of Human Rights, and  

international law incorporating, not without a struggle, 

the crime of genocide alongside ‘crimes against humani-

ty’. The seeds of a new Europe were sown by statesmen 

influenced by Catholicism. ‘Never again’ was one step 

from ‘now is the time for change’.  

We are in another Kairos time. The impact of COVID-19 

was a stark revelation of the gross inequality in our  

nations. And, yes, the word Kairos has been overworked.  

But I have seen the joy of recognition amongst African 

communities inside apartheid South Africa when the  

original Kairos document was circulated and I believe the 

word is still meaningful. The Bible also has a relevant 

word for a powerful revelation: apocalypticon, the  

unveiling of what was hidden. Both words point to the 

opportunity for radical change. 

We face choices. We can cling to little-England  

nationalism or be inspired by scientists who promote a 

global vision based on international cooperation. We can 

pay our key workers a respectful living wage, or just  

applaud them on Thursday evenings.   We can root our 

economy in the shifting sands of financial services, and 

promote arms sales, or invest in sustainability and a high-

tech manufacturing economy reducing emissions.  

In short, post-Coronavirus, we can continue with  

unfettered competition and growing inequality, or we can 

rebuild our societies based on care for creation,  

justice and human dignity, building peace.    

 The pandemic has highlighted options that once 

would have seemed utopian and Pax Christi itself 

was a response in France to these new options. 

We who were children then, took our cod-liver oil, 

drank our free orange juice and milk, and grew up 

healthy, the first generation to do so. The Attlee 

government’s policies met opposition but were not 

rejected as utopian. Today, in a world irrevocably 

transformed by COVID-19, proposing an ‘economy of 

enough’ instead of an ‘economy of no-tomorrow’, 

advocating concern for workers’ rights, scrapping 

Trident, and ending the arms trade, isn’t utopian 

either. It’s necessary. 

A politics centred on justice and respect for human 

dignity does not drop fully formed from heaven.  

Those seeking change need to offer practical policy 

options. Those wishing to return to the former 

‘normality’, because they were its beneficiaries, will 

block change and create conflict. If the conflict is to 

be peaceful we should heed, and celebrate, 75 years 

of Pax Christi’s dedicated commitment and vision.  

 

Ian Linden, Former Director of the Catholic  
Institute for International Relations (CIIR).  
Read Professor Linden’s regular blogs: 
www.ianlinden.com/blogs 

We are working on a travelling exhibition to mark the 75th anniversary of Pax Christi International.  Designer Lois 
Ire has created the artwork for a large curved banner which will form the centrepiece. More details soon. 



Beyond 75—collaborative power to eradicate nuclear weapons 

Nuclear weapons have catastrophic humanitarian and 

environmental consequences. They are inhumane and 

violate the core moral standards of the world’s  

religious and ethical traditions. Nuclear arsenals are 

used by the UK and other former colonial powers to 

prop up an unjust global system, in which billions of 

dollars are diverted from health care, education and 

environmental sustainability, to weapons of  

indiscriminate slaughter.  

But nuclear destruction is not inevitable when met 

with rigorous, creative and passionate international 

cooperation. At the United Nations in 2017, 122  

governments adopted a Treaty on the Prohibition of  

Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). The TPNW not only categori-

cally bans nuclear weapons as contrary to international  

humanitarian and human rights law. It also establishes 

a framework - for assisting communities harmed by  

nuclear weapons use and testing, and for remediating 

contaminated environments. The International  

Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) was 

awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize for coordinating 

global civil society advocacy for the TPNW. 

 

International collaboration is a bedrock of anti-nuclear 

organizing with faith communities across both  

ecumenical and interfaith lines of engagement. Pax 

Christi is a leading Christian voice in this work and its 

partnership with the World Council of Churches has 

been a vital stream of  prophetic advocacy. Together 

with other stalwart religious voices (Soka Gakkai,  

Religions for Peace and others), we have presented 

joint statements to several Nuclear Non-proliferation 

Treaty Conferences and accompanied the TPNW from 

its earliest stages to its adoption in 2017. We have  

gathered in living rooms in small groups to strategize 

and we have stood in the rain and snow outside the 

United Nations. We have occupied the space of pro-

phetic, critical outsiders and we have also, to quote  

Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton, been in ‘the room 

where it happens’. Ecumenical and interfaith work  

reminds us that the ‘room where it happens’ is not just 

the United Nations but rather under the trees and in 

the canyons and deserts and oceans where nuclear 

weapons have been tested.  

 

The treaty will have the force of law when 50 states 

have ratified it. To date 38 have done so. As we  

continue to work towards the entry into force of the 

TPNW (which still requires regional advocacy) and a 

world free from nuclear weapons, we must continue to 

connect to one another in even more imaginative and 

far-reaching ways. 

It is critical that our work be intersectional, taking 

into account gender, race and class, and  

acknowledging the differential impacts of nuclear 

weapons on different communities. Black, indigenous 

and people of colour (BIPOC) must be at the forefront 

of our organising as we decry nuclear weapons as  

ongoing instruments of colonialism and systemic  

racism. Redressing the harms of the past means 

acknowledgement of the suffering caused by nuclear 

weapons, reparations and the assurance that they will 

never be used again. As we keep creatively expanding 

‘the room’ where the work happens, we also need to 

include the environment not just as a receptacle for 

human action but as a sacred space that we belong to 

and which demands our care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practical steps to continue the work: 

Work with other members of your community to 
ask your local authorities to endorse the ICAN  
Cities Appeal, calling on the national government  
to join the TPNW: https://cities.icanw.org 

Ask your elected officials to sign ICAN’s Parliamentary 
Pledge to work for signature and ratification of the 
TPNW: https://pledge.icanw.org 

Work with your church, workplace, university and 
bank to encourage them to divest from nuclear  
weapons producers:  
https://www.dontbankonthebomb.com 

Emily Welty and Matthew Bolton of Pace  
University, New York, are both part of the 2017 
Nobel Peace Prize winning International Campaign 
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) 

Pax Christi—Our Values 

Pax Christi members live by the biblically inspired  
values of  
Peace, Reconciliation, Nonviolence. 
These values are supported by the witness of peacemakers 
down the ages and the experience of the Pax Christi  
community. Pax Christi is rooted in Catholic Christianity 
but is open to all who are in sympathy with its values and 
work.  
Pax Christi 
St Joseph’s, Watford Way, London NW4 4TY   
Tel: 020 8203 4884   info@paxchristi.org.uk   
www.paxchristi.org.uk    



Office News 

Gathering together on Zoom 
 
The office team has been providing liturgy and  
discussion sessions on Zoom during these restricted 
times. Subjects have included the connections  
between climate change, peace and coronavirus, a 
focus on alternative uses for military spending, and 
another on the work of the Vatican delegation at the 
UN. We publicise these on our social media and 
Events page on the website. For security reasons, we 
don't always publish the Zoom link widely.  

Contact the office if you would like to be added to 
the email list to receive information directly about 
the Pax Christi Zoom sessions. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
Over 60 members took part in our online AGM on 6th 
June.  It was well-received judging by their   
comments which included: ‘I was surprised at how 
energising I found the session,’ and ‘Really good to 
hear the messages of support and solidarity from Pax 
Christi worldwide’.  
 
Following the creation of Pax Christi Scotland, this 
AGM passed a resolution to change our name from 
Pax Christi (British Section) or Pax Christi UK, to Pax 
Christi England & Wales.  We are in the process of 
changing our formal name in all the places  
necessary, including Facebook and Twitter.  
 
Four new members were elected to the  
Executive Committee, and our new chair is Ann Farr.  
You can read a full report of the AGM on our website 
here: https://tinyurl.com/PaxChristiAGM   
 
Note that it was also agreed at the AGM that –  
after some years without change - our membership 
fees will increase with effect from 1st September 
2020.  We will be writing to those members who may 
need to consider increasing the amount of their 
standing order. Details of the new fees are here: 
https://tinyurl.com/ycfds2rv   

Observing International CO Day on 15 May under  

conditions of ‘social distancing’ and lockdown began as 

a challenge and ended up as a blessing in disguise.  

Three online events were organised – by Leicester/East 

Midlands interfaith and peace groups, by Edinburgh 

Peace and Justice Centre which arranges an annual 

vigil in Edinburgh, and by the coalition of 11 national 

peace organisations (including Pax Christi) behind the 

Tavistock Square ceremony and CO Day promotion  

generally. 

The organisers were delighted that these virtual events 

reached far more people than usually attend in person.  

Over 460 viewed the vigil for Scotland via Facebook 

and YouTube, 85 took part in the Leicester event, and 

660 have viewed the national ceremony.  Much has 

been learned, not least that livestreaming is a must for 

the future. In advance, a list of ‘things you can do 

from home’ was produced, and the International  

Conscientious Objectors’ Day coalition acquired a new 

URL – www.co-day.org - which links to a dedicated 

page on the Peace Pledge Union website.  

Available there is the 15 May ceremony with actor 

Michael Mears’ creative tribute to Second World War 

conscientious objectors, current testimony from  

Eritrea, and the recitation of CO names encompassing 

the world, dating from the Roman Empire to the  

present day.   

You’ll also find imaginative resources for peace  

education, with songs, poetry, historical background, 

the acclaimed First World War drama This Evil Thing 

and campaigning ideas on the CO issue today. 

Valerie Flessati 

International Conscientious Objectors’ Day 2020 

Please send me information on 

Membership   □    Resources  □     Legacy  □  

I enclose a donation of £ ……  to support your work 

Name: ………………………………………………………………………. 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………. 

Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way, London NW4 4TY   

Consider making a donation during our 75th  
anniversary year 

Diary 

18 July (Sat) 

NJPN conference online. Post-Pandemic Church: 
Paralysed or Energised? https://tinyurl.com/yb2e7tyx  

6 (Thurs) and 9 August (Sun) 

Hiroshima / Nagasaki Memorial: days of prayer and 
fasting, outdoor vigils, actions we can all take. 

9 August (Sun) 

Franz Jägerstätter Memorial: Pax Christi Zoom event 
at 6pm. Contact us for more information 
info@paxchristi.org.uk or call the office 

https://tinyurl.com/PaxChristiAGM
https://tinyurl.com/ycfds2rv
http://www.co-day.org
https://tinyurl.com/yb2e7tyx
mailto:info@paxchristi.org.uk

