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It’s September 2019 and my brother and I are attending 
the same event. He is part of a military presence inside; 
I’m sat on the streets outside. It was my first protest in 
London and my first experience witnessing nonviolent 
direct action. I had long thought that violence and war 
were never the answer but hadn’t been active for peace 
before. Sat in the road with prayers and singing all 
around was the moment my long-held belief in peace was 
turning from ideas into action. 

It was my membership of FaithJustice UK and the Student 
Christian Movement that had led to me taking part in the 
‘No Faith in War’ day outside the DSEI Arms Fair. As I 
thought of my own journey I was inspired to realise I was 
joining people from many different organisations and 
different parts of the country. Whilst we did not all know 
each other, and came from a diverse range of 
backgrounds, our unity was found in our shared belief 
that the weapons due to be sold at the arms fair were not 
instruments of peace, but instruments of violence and 
destruction.  

But, the day wasn’t all inspiration. It was also difficult. It 
felt so wrong that we had to be there, and it was tough 
seeing the weapons that did get in. Standing there,  
I thought about my brother. He was part of the military 
presence at the arms fair. It was difficult hearing him talk 
about the events he attended, and knowing that while 
people, both friends and strangers, had tried so hard to 
stop this happening, so much of it went ahead. However, 
it is very important that we protest the setting up of the 
arms fair because it shows that not everyone approves of 
these weapons. At the arms fair, they are just bits of 
metal in a display case, but they are also bits of metal 
that can, and probably will, harm or kill a fellow human 
being. 

But this is just my story. My work for peace now takes me 
into other people’s stories. When talking about war and 
peace it’s easy to fall into statistics. Statistics can give an 
idea of the whole picture but there is little humanity in 
them. By telling stories, we are forced to recognise the 
humanity of a situation. It’s more than information 
sharing; telling stories is a form of activism. 

I am currently a ‘Digital Storyteller’ with the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. Over the next year I will capture ‘A 
Testimony of Peace’, people talking about how they got 
involved in peacemaking and the experiences they have 
had. Our starting point is the Methodist story, but we 
want to look wider.  

A key focus will be on capturing stories of conscientious 
objectors (COs), from the Second World War or the time 
of National Service, who were inspired by their faith not 
to fight. This is vital as many are now passing away, yet 
their passion and belief made a real difference to how 
they lived.  

We would also like to hear from relatives of  
conscientious objectors to learn how their status as a  
CO influenced them. But this project isn’t limited to 
National Service. Wherever you have felt a call to be 
a peacemaker, we want to hear about that. We are 
also interested in hearing about people in families of 
peacemakers. Maybe your parents or grandparents 
were peacemakers or COs and their testimony  
inspired you in your life? Tell us what happened to 
them and how it impacts on you today. 
 
The individual stories of peacemakers are a powerful 
tool to get others involved. I feel called to campaign 
for peace and maybe I’ll get the chance to hear your 
story.  
 
If you would like to find out more about the project 
or have stories, objects or family information to 
share please contact me on jack@for.org.uk to talk 
further.  
 
Jack Woodruff 
 
Jack is a 22-year-old from Lancashire. He has just 
finished studying for a Masters in Mathematics at the 
University of York. Jack volunteers with Student 
Cross, the Student Christian Movement and as a 
scout leader. He is currently on the ONE programme 
with the Methodist Church and is a ‘Digital  
Storyteller and Network Support’ at the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. Jack is also a Christian who  
campaigns for LGBT+ rights, peace and the climate. 

A TESTIMONY OF PEACE  
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KINDNESS REALLY MATTERS - DURING COVID-19 'BE AT PEACE' 

The Impact Youth group in Preston talk about some of 
the work that they have been doing over the last few 
months, building community and solidarity in response 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Hi! We are members of Preston Impact Youth. With all 
the issues with the pandemic forcing us all into  
lockdown, we felt as young people we needed to help 
cheer people up. We realised that people in care homes 
were isolated from families and friends and the staff 
who worked in the homes. We have attended Preston 
Impact Group for many years and we have worked along-
side Sherwood Care Home, Bethany House and Laurel 
Villas care homes. We decided to cheer them up for 
Easter and we produced cards and messages for the staff 
and residents. We also provided banners wishing them a  
Happy Easter and all the best. 

We hope we brought a smile to their faces and made 
sure they knew people are thinking of them and care 
about them. The young people from all the Impact Youth 
Groups distributed biscuits and chocolates to thirteen 
care homes in and around Preston. 
 
We needed to acknowledge the amazing NHS workers. 
We produced another banner dedicated to the NHS, 
which is on Sharoe Green Lane fixed onto a safety guard 
on the road near Preston Royal Hospital, and provided a 
card and biscuits for the hospital’s A&E department. We 
have done all this work and made the banners on behalf  

of Preston Impact Group to produce a peaceful time 
for people and to show kindness in justice to  
everyone. 
 
The youth group all pulled together to support the 
Salvation Army who were in desperate need of  
donations of food, all the young people and families 
working together for justice, so that people could 
have food to eat. Foodbanks are an injustice to people  
suffering poverty and isolation. 
 
One member of Impact Youth Groups has said, ‘If we 
don't take care of one another, no one else will’ and 
‘kindness really matters’. 
 
All the Impact Youth Group and EmpowHER youth  
project wrote messages to each other across our youth 
group to assure our young people that we are all still 
together.  Even though we are apart during COVID-19, 
we are never really alone. Letters were sent, and 
phone calls made to families, checking that they were 
OK. 
 
Aisling Griffin, Pax Christi Education worker, and Terry  
Mattinson, youth worker in Preston, also ran some 
workshops in schools in January and explored how 
wellbeing is important for inner peace and outer 
peace. As Pope Francis says: ‘humanity needs justice, 
peace and love’. 
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INTRODUCING FAITHJUSTICE 

Diary 

 
21 November (Sat) zoom 
National Justice and Peace Network AGM. 
Contact https://www.justice-and-
peace.org.uk/njpn-meetings/ 

7 December (Mon) Online 7pm 
Join us online for an Advent Peace 
liturgy. There will also be a virtual 
marketplace. We are grateful that Julie 
McCann will be leading the music and 
singing, and staff of the Westminster 
Deaf Service will provide signing. For 
more details please visit our website 
events page at  
https://paxchristi.org.uk/event/advent-
peace-service-online 

Contact the office if you would like to be added to the email list to receive information directly 
about Pax Christi Zoom sessions, or our regular e-bulletins. 

2020 has not been the year any of us intended. After a 
year of laying the foundations in 2019 the plan had 
been for FaithJustice to launch properly in 2020 with 
some big events. But of course that has not been  
possible. Nevertheless thank God for zoom! 
 
FaithJustice is a new movement which seeks to help 
young adults in their twenties and thirties discover the 
intimate connection between a life of faith and the 
struggle for justice in our world. It was launched in 
2019 by a group of Catholic organisations including  
Pax Christi. 
 
Over recent years there has been a lot of discussion 
about the lack of younger people involved in church 
social justice organisations. This short article is too 
small a place to open that discussion, but it is fair to 
say that it was felt by many that a new approach was 
needed.  
 
These conversations inspired the launching of  
FaithJustice. The hope is to create opportunities to 
share experiences, to celebrate, to encourage and to 
inspire each other - but also create a safe space to 
challenge each other, to ask difficult questions and to 
struggle for deeper understanding. 
 
Despite the COVID cancellations it has been possible to 
hold three events over the summer months.  
 
The FaithJustice Festival planned for late June turned 
into an online festival, with three workshops, each  
reflecting on the experience of lockdown from a  
different angle. The themes reflected on were  
Solidarity, Sacrifice, and Stories of Migration. 
 
Through August a group of young adults took part in a 
six-week exploration of Christian Responses to the  
Climate Emergency, each week looking at a different 
response. 

 
Over the summer the emerging FaithJustice  
community looked at issues of Peace, Migration, and 
Climate Change. What very quickly becomes clear is 
that all of these issues are linked. Migration injustice 
and climate injustice are only possible because  
military and economic power is wielded in an unjust 
way. The struggle for a better world cannot be  
segmented. 
 
One young adult, Berlind Fellermeier (age 25)  
reflected: ‘FaithJustice has given me the chance to 
explore current social issues within the context of 
my faith. It’s been amazing over lockdown to discuss 
ideas about faith and justice with other young  
people like me who are also searching for answers’. 
 
If you would like to know more then please take a 
look at the website - faithjustice.org.uk - and sign up 
to the mailing list. 
 
Matthew Neville 
 
Matthew is employed by the Passionists to be the 
coordinator of FaithJustice 

17 January 2021 Peace Sunday  
The theme is ‘A Culture of Care as a 
Path to Peace’. We will need to be 
creative in these restricted times. 
Personal contact with your parish 
priest will still be very valuable.  
We can provide a script for you or  
someone else to speak at Mass, or 
perhaps a pre-recorded clip. There 
will be lots of electronic resources 
this time. If you come across  
inspiring quotes relating to the theme 
from peacemakers (known or un-
known) please send them to the Pax 
Christi office. 

22 May (Sat) 2021 
Pax Christi AGM 

https://twitter.com/paxchristiEW 

https://twitter.com/PaxChristiYouthEW 

www.paxchristi.org.uk     

https://www.instagram.com/paxchristiEW_/  

Follow Pax Christi and share with us: 

Then in September another zoom weekend looked at 
the Arms Trade, what it is, why it’s bad, and what we 
can do to resist it. 

20 February (Sat) 2021 
Deadline for entries to the 
Columban Schools Media  
Competition. Students aged 14-
18 inclusive are invited to  
submit entries on ‘Let’s create 
a world without racism’. There 
are two categories – original 
writing and original image – 
each with first prizes of €300.  
Details from: 
www.columbancompetition.com 

http://www.faithjustice.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/paxchristi_/
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OFFICE NEWS 

The UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
has now been ratified by 50 nations. It will enter into 
force on 22 January 2021. See our website for ideas 
about how to share the news in your parish and more 
widely: https://paxchristi.org.uk/2020/10/16/a-
world-without-nuclear-weapons-is-possible-and-
necessary/ We can celebrate the fact that nuclear  
weapons are illegal now, and that most countries of 
the world accept this. However we need to keep 
working on this issue so that the delegitimising of 
nuclear weapons is achieved completely. 

The Executive Committee is sorry 

to report that Theresa Alessandro 

is standing down as Director of 

Pax Christi England and Wales, as 

from 4 December 2020. We very 

much value what Theresa has 

brought to Pax Christi and we are 

very sad to see her go. There will 

also be some changes in the  

Executive Committee, which is 

managing the way forward.  

 

For any queries please contact:  

paxchristiexec@gmail.com 

SPARK AND MILLION MINUTES 

It’s been so heartening seeing the ways that young  
people and organisations working with young people have 
adapted during the last few months. Whilst meeting 
online can never replace meeting in person, people have 
embraced new technologies to continue their work in 
many innovative and exciting ways. Youth groups have 
moved online, training and support for teachers,  
chaplains and youth workers has been created online and 
other creative ways of sharing stories, such as through 
video, have been explored. This has meant that the work 
for social justice is most definitely continuing!  
 
One example is from SPARK Social Justice, a project of 
the Justice and Peace Commission in the diocese of 
Leeds, which works with young people aged 16-30 in the 
diocese to explore social justice issues and work for 
change. Over lockdown they produced a series of videos 
for young people with special guests to encourage and 
empower them to continue working for social justice. 
shorturl.at/uGKLU 

Seeing the potential of young people to work for 
change at this time, Million Minutes have created a 
new award named after Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati. 
This award will celebrate some of the work that young 
people have been doing in response to the pandemic 
in their schools, parishes and communities. Nominees 
are considered for a grant to enable them to continue 
with their inspiring work and recipients of the award 
will be able to benefit from Million Minutes ‘Young 
Leaders’ programme which is being launched in 2021. 
If you know a young person who should be considered, 
you can nominate them at: https://
millionminutes.org/nomination-form-local-awards  
 
Aisling Griffin 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS RULED ILLEGAL AT UN 

Our government has not engaged with the treaty  
process but we can still call for our financial  
institutions to now classify nuclear weapons as  
controversial alongside landmines, biological and 
chemical weapons. Cutting off financial support for 
those manufacturing and maintaining these weapons 
can be very effective. Here is the link to an online 
tool to help you contact your bank/pension  
provider: moneyoutofnukes.wordpress.com 

DIRECTOR STEPPING DOWN 
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