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The 75th anniversary of Pax 
Christi this year reminded  
us of our beginnings, the  
courageous witness of a 
French teacher, Marthe 
Dortel-Claudot, daring to 
say, in a time of war,  
that we should pray for  
our enemies. Since then,  
prayer and spirituality  
has underpinned all that  
we do as members of this  
international community 
that takes seriously our  
gospel calling to work for 
justice and to be  
peacemakers.   
 
The year was full of unex-
pected challenges, internal 
and external, but we have 
grasped the opportunity to  
do things differently – as  
we communicate with our  
members, and collaborate 
with other organisations  
working in the fields of militarism, nuclear weapons, 
Palestine and Israel, nonviolence and peace education. 
  
This has only been possible with the committed work 
of the staff team, our volunteers and members. I  
offer my thanks to you all, and especially to the  
executive, and those who have left the committee this 
year, who have put in considerable time and energy.  
You have kept our work on track.  In difficult times, 
however, we face a substantial loss of income, and 
hope that members will invite others to join, and give 
generously to enable our peace mission to continue. 
 
We were very sorry that Theresa Alessandro stepped 
down as Director at the end of 2020 and are most 
grateful for her productive work.  Theresa constantly 
made sure that Pax Christi’s message got out to the 
public, through statements and comments in the press, 
zoom events, and by developing our presence on social 

 

media platforms.  
 
The World Peace Day theme, ‘A Culture of Care as a 
Path to Peace’, summarises so much of what has been 
important this year. As we speak out against a Govern-
ment that scapegoats others and plans to increase the 
UK’s capacity for violence and war, we remember that 
caring for the real security of others is our priority.  
 
Pope Francis has said, ‘There is a need… for peace-
makers, men and women prepared to work boldly and 
creatively to initiate processes of healing and renewed 
encounter’.  I am sure that Pax Christi members will 
continue to be these bold, creative peacemakers as we 
‘strive daily, in concrete and practical ways, to form a 
community composed of sisters and brothers who  
accept and care for one another’.  
 

Ann Farr, Chair of Pax Christi 

The year of the ‘socially distanced’ vigil — Pax Christi members joined nuclear protests 
in (clockwise) Liverpool, Abingdon, Coventry and London, amongst other places. 

Pax Christi Executive Committee and Staff 

President: Archbishop Malcolm McMahon op 

Chair: Ann Farr, Vice-Chair: Chris Cole (to December 2020), Treasurer: Joe Burns (to October 2020); with Henrietta Cullinan, 

Matt Jeziorski, Maria Lee, Lorraine Mirham (to Dec 2020), Margaret Pitt (Acting Treasurer from November 2020),  

Fr Joe Ryan, Joan Sharples, plus Paul McGowan (co-opted).  

In the office: Theresa Alessandro, Director (to December 2020), Fausta Valentine, Administration & Finance Manager, 

Aisling Griffin, Youth and Schools, Rachel Sweetman, Communications and Resources, with Valerie Flessati, Editor, and  

volunteers: Guy Asaert, Mary Boley, Helga Calloway, Lauri Clarke, John Dowbekin, Nuala Flynn, Peter McNamara,  

Rebecca McLaughlin, Ann Milner, Jo O’Brien, Sr Monica O’Brien, and many more who help with mailings and events. 
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Pax Christi Income and Expenditure 2020 

With national COVID-19  
restrictions preventing many 
people from getting to 
church, our tried and tested 
ways of reaching the parishes 
had to be shaken up for Peace 
Sunday 2021.   

For the first time all our  
resources were offered online 
- and we expanded the range, 
with a podcast from Fr Rob 
Esdaile, a YouTube children’s 
liturgy (in collaboration with 
Eleanor Oliver’s ‘Colour and 
Shape’ programme) family 
craft activities, and songs 
from Christian CND and the 
folk group of Holy Apostles 
parish, Pimlico - which proved 
very popular.  There were 
worksheets, assemblies and a 
powerpoint for schools.   
 

Instead of posting a Peace 
Sunday booklet to every  
parish, and providing small  
donation envelopes, most  
parishes received an initial 
email in December, with a 
follow-up in January.  Several 
diocesan websites advertised 
our materials, as did the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of England and Wales, and the 
response to our social media 
messaging was very positive.  
All these innovations have 
been very encouraging in 
terms of outreach, but the 
steep drop in parish donations 
is worrying for the financial 
year ahead. 

Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way, London NW4 4TY 
 020 8203 4884              www.paxchristi.org.uk 

Peace Sunday 

2021 

Expenditure - Comparison 2019 / 2020 

If you would like a copy of the full accounts for 2020 please contact the office. 

Total  
Expenditure: 
£232,351 

Total  
Expenditure: 
£238,188 

 

Total  
Income: 
£248,911 

Total  
Income: 
£224,458 

twitter.com/paxchristiEW  facebook.com/PaxChristiEW instagram.com/paxchristi_/  

2020 Income breakdown:   Peace Sunday 34 %  Sales & events 6 %  Subscriptions 15 % 

               Donations 26 % Grants 19 % 

2020 Expenditure breakdown:  Salaries 61 %      Publications 7 %      Office expenses 13 %      

          Promotion & Events 2 %  Affiliations 8 %   Fees 9 % 

http://www.facebook.com/PaxChristiUK

