
Highlights of our work 2020-2021 
Zooming for peace 

Our 2020 AGM was successfully conducted 
online, and the value of Zoom in connecting  
far-flung members has inspired meetings  
where individuals around the country could 
share ideas and experiences. 
Our calendar has been marked by online events 
including: Palestine and Annexation; the United  
Nations at 75, daily prayers for the 75th anniver-
saries of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and  
Nagasaki; our Franz Jägerstätter commemoration; five weekly sessions on ‘Making active  
nonviolence our way of life’, with a celebration for the International Day of Nonviolence; a virtual 
peace trail round Cambridge for Remembrance Day; our Advent service and market; Peace Sunday 
liturgy; and International Women’s Day meeting. 

Those were Pax Christi-led events, but we also co-
sponsored the International Conscientious Objectors’ Day 
ceremony in May 2020 (with the CO coalition of 12 other 
peace organisations), a commemoration of the four women 
missionaries murdered in El Salvador in 1980 (with  
Archbishop Romero Trust), thanksgiving for the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (with the Network of 
Christian Peace Organisations), and our Ash Wednesday 

witness (with Christian CND).  

Led by Theresa Alessandro, the Pax Christi staff team 
quickly acquired the skills to manage zoom technology, 
and between 50 and 160 people have participated each 

time from far and wide, including Palestine, 
USA, Austria, Switzerland, Uruguay, Kenya, 

India, Belgium and Colombia.  

Zoom is definitely making the world smaller.  
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Advancing nonviolence 

Our new course ‘Making active nonviolence 
our way of life’ was run twice leading up to 
the ‘Days of Action on Nonviolence’ (21 September - 4 October).  Wide-reaching peace messages 
and action ideas were shared on social media.  Feedback was positive, and the course was offered 

in Lent by Leeds Pax Christi, and later by members in Wrexham. 

September’s Justpeace featured nonviolence and included a menu of suggestions for action.   
Advancing Nonviolence, the book produced by the Catholic Nonviolence Initiative (CNI), has been  
promoted and received mention in The Tablet and Peace News. A testimony has been submitted 
for inclusion in the forthcoming CNI advocacy resource. We have contributed articles on  
nonviolence to Vocation for Justice, Peace News, Franciscan magazine, the newsletters of  
Christians Aware and the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, as well as our own NonvioLent blog. 

 
International Women’s Day was celebrated with 
speakers on nonviolence: Mary Yelenick (Pax 
Christi representative at 
the UN) and Sister  
Katrina Alton CSJP. 
 
 

Ann Milner (Hitchin) arranged ‘Days of Nonviolence’ for Our Lady  
Immaculate and St Andrew parish.  Three prayer services, with a focus  
on the nonviolent Jesus, the ‘Season of Creation’, and a celebration of  
nonviolent heroes, were livestreamed on Facebook and viewed by up to 
83 people.  In addition, a peace crane workshop was held, an exhibition 
for World Refugee Day, and a silent ‘Women in Black’ vigil to  
demonstrate commitment to nonviolence. 

“Excellent [Women’s Day] event last night. 
Inspiring people and speakers.  Break-out 
groups are excellent at getting people  
together fast and allowing them to talk in 
depth.” Veronica 

Welfare not weapons 

With the 75th anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 2020, and build-up to the  
enactment of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) in January 
2021, nuclear issues have predominated.   
For the anniversaries, Archbishop Malcolm and members from across the country sent 
messages of solidarity to our partners in Japan. Pax Christi contributed articles to the 
Universe, and signed statements from the World Council of Churches and Christian CND.  Members were extremely engaged locally, taking part 
in vigils in many locations.  Malcolm Green (Enfield) used slides of Nagasaki and of Franz Jägerstätter when he prepared evening prayers for 
Catholic People's Weeks. The service prompted a discussion on nuclear disarmament.  Sheila Thomas (Hardwick, Cambs.) shared a picture on 
Facebook each day from her visit to Hiroshima Peace Park.  Kate Holstrom (Harrogate) wrote a poem ‘The Light and the Terror’ used at our 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki liturgies.   
 
Tim Devereux (Leeds) emailed all the bishops encouraging them to sign Christian CND’s statement.  Paul and Katja 
Jewell (Mold) and Mary Bradley (Falmouth) were among those putting messages in parish newsletters about ending 
nuclear weapons.  We produced resources for adults and children, explaining the TPNW.  Its entry into force was 
marked with sign-on letters, an interfaith video (with Archbishop Malcolm) and an online celebration.     
 
Pax Christi has been part of the interfaith group behind the 2020 report: Banks, Pensions and Nuclear Weapons:  
Investing in Change.  In consequence Theresa Alessandro engaged specifically with RBS/Natwest about making  
changes to their defence policy. Anne Dodd (Abingdon), raised the ‘Don’t Bank on the Bomb’ issue with Santander, 
and Leeds members have been in dialogue with their diocese about its ethical investment policy.  
 
In Liverpool Pax Christi members joined in the successful campaign to stop the Electronic Arms Fair which was due to 
take place there last November. With support from church leaders, Liverpool City Council was persuaded to adopt an 
ethical events policy which means that no arms fairs will be held in council-owned premises in the future. 

“As a school governor I look for opportunities to 
find peace in all relationships within the school 
community. I have been in touch with the Head 
teacher and RE lead to ask that the message is 
promoted alongside Laudato Si and Season of 
Creation initiatives.” N.O. 

Peace education in this strange year 

To support schools we have produced a range of resources that could be used flexibly, including reflection 
and discussion activities for the Catholic Nonviolence Days of Action, Advent, Peace Sunday, on the Nuclear 
Weapons Ban and for International Women’s Day. We have continued to co-chair the Peace Education  
Network. The opportunity for collaboration with other organisations has been a really exciting part of  
this year. With FaithJustice we held an online weekend in September for young adults exploring the  
arms trade and militarism. Alongside Columban Justice and Peace Education, we hosted two  
small online communities of educators for a series of weeks exploring justice, peace and  
their work, and have also done this with a group of young adults at Kintbury retreat centre.  
We continue to try to sustain and build our network of young supporters and members  
and we hope to bring our work focussing on extractives to schools in the near future. 

Palestine and Israel 

Members ensured that the World Week for 
Peace in Palestine & Israel was mentioned 
in bidding prayers, and shared our prayer 
card bearing a poem by Jan Sutch Pickard. 
At St Gabriel’s, in Brynmill, Swansea,  
prayers were offered during Morning Service 
and cards distributed to the congregation. 
Prayers were also included at St John’s Church,  
New Alresford, Hampshire.  
 
Leeds Pax Christi sponsored ‘Jews Step Forward’ during the 
Palestinian Film Festival and hosted a webinar with Pat 
Gaffney, Jewish Voices for Peace, and a Palestinian student.  
Across West Lancashire members join in the weekly online 
‘Wave of Prayer’ arranged by Crosby Sabeel-Kairos Group.  
These are first offered by Sabeel-Kairos Jerusalem, at 12 
noon every Thursday, and the wave of prayer washes over 
the world as communities in each time zone take their 
turn.  Members also participate in the Catholic Sabeel- 
Kairos campaign for morally responsible investment and  
a weekly meeting of ‘Interfaith for Palestine’.  

“That was a beautiful, unifying opportunity to 
reflect and pray together via zoom this morning... 
also inclusive in that people with limited mobility  
as well as ‘in lockdown’ can participate.” Monica 
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