
Nomination for the Pax Christi Peace Award 2021 

Ellen Teague  

Others may share our view that Ellen has done more than any other 

individual to bring together the strands of ‘justice and peace’ - by 

which we mean human rights and justice for the global poor, peace, 

disarmament and nonviolence, and environmental issues, particularly 

climate change.   Her work in this field goes back decades.  

In the 1980s Ellen was part of the development education team with 

Brian Davies and Pat Gaffney at Cafod.   Realising that all the 

important work being done by agencies was undervalued because so 

few knew about it, Ellen subsequently decided to focus her work as a 

journalist on raising the profile of  ‘justice and peace’ issues by getting 

them into the mainstream press, and particularly making them known 

to the Catholic public.   

The Columban publication Vocation for Justice, which she has edited for many years, has been a model 

of inclusivity, and at Pax Christi we have appreciated how Ellen has so frequently asked which of our new 

resources needs promoting, or invited someone to write about a current peace campaign.  This 

inclusivity about the issues has worked on the people too.  Passionate advocates all too often only follow 

their own particular causes, but Ellen has kept the big picture before us all, informed us about what 

others are doing, and helped us all to connect across the justice and peace spectrum.  That has helped 

to reduce rivalry or competition between organisations and brought us closer together as a network. 

Ellen’s influence has been extensive across the range of publications she works for, and includes the 

weekly Mass bulletins put out by the Redemptorists, the international St Anthony Messenger magazine, 

The Tablet, The Universe, and Independent Catholic News.  Underpinning all of this is a phenomenal 

knowledge of the justice and peace movement acquired by active engagement, visiting, and giving 

excellent talks all over the country.   Ellen has been a key member of this movement, nurturing the 

North London Justice and Peace network until the Westminster commission was formed, a consistent 

member of the National J & P Network, involved with the annual Swanwick conferences which she has 

often organised and led as liturgy coordinator or chair.  Indefatigable, she puts in a huge amount of time 

as a regular attender at committee meetings and working groups, especially those concerning her main 

area of expertise, the environment, (such as Operation Noah), in developing Columban initiatives like 

the schools’ essay and image competition – this year on racism - and as a panel judge for the Live Simply 

awards etc. 

Finally we come to her personal gifts.  Ellen’s sheer hard work, responsiveness, commitment, skill, and 

efficiency is astonishing.  That’s what produces immediate reports which do us such good service after 

meetings or zoom events.  Her honesty, especially about the Church, means that Ellen asks the awkward 

questions, however unpopular that might be with some church leaders put on the spot.  People across 

the country value her warmth, concern for others, and encouraging friendship.  The Pax Christi award 

would be a small token of gratitude from an organisation that owes an enormous amount to Ellen – and, 

not to be forgotten, to her supportive family, Gerry, Luke, James and Simon, who have so often been 

drafted to help out. 

Nominated by Valerie Flessati  

Seconded by Nan Saeki 


