
Nomination for the Pax Christi 2021 Peace Award 

John Williams 

John has been involved in education for peace for at least 40 years.  

As a teacher in St Wilfrid’s School, Crawley, they as Head of RE and 

subsequently Deputy Head at St Peter’s in Guildford to his role in the 

Westminster Diocesan Education Advisory Team, John has 

championed the role of peace education within catholic schools.  

In all of this, he has been a close partner and supporter of Pax 

Christi, inviting staff to offer school assemblies and lessons and 

seeking ways in which his staff and students could become more 

aware of the need to work for peace and challenge militarism.  He 

has among other things, developed curriculum materials, held peace 

competitions, organised debates and assemblies, made links with 

teachers in Northern Ireland and Palestine. As a deputy head John 

was able to help to shape the ethos of St Peter’s School, affirming 

the role of Catholic Social Teaching as a core element of its work.  

John has given great support to successive Peace Education workers, becoming a champion 

and source of wise advice. 

As part of the Westminster Diocesan Advisory Team, John played an important role in 

developing a peace resource for schools for the London Olympics in 2012.   The Catholic 

Dioceses of Brentwood, Southwark, and Westminster sponsored “100 Days of Peace”, an 

initiative to promote peace on the occasion of the Olympics.   In addition, John 

coordinated a number of INSET days for teachers within the diocese to explore issues of 

peace and nonviolence, especially in the wake of a number of knife crime incidents in 

Catholic schools in the Diocese.  

In 2009 John took part in a Pax Christi delegation to Palestine to visit schools and make 

solidarity links with teachers there. 

Beyond the world of education, John is an active member of his parish Justice and Peace 

Group in Guildford and in that capacity has organised prayer vigils and memorial services 

for peace around the time of Remembrance during the 2014 WWI commemorations.   He 

has also written a book on peace for children.   

John continues to be valued Trustee of the Christian Peace Education Fund.  

 

Nomination from Matt Jeziorski 

Supported by Hilary Topp  


