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Interview with Ellen Teague: Preparing for COP 26—UN Climate Conference 

Ellen, what key issues should we be looking out 
for as Pax Christi members? 

Conflict and Climate Change, a 2013 DVD produced by 
the Movement for the Abolition of War in consultation 
with Pax Christi and the Columbans, highlighted how 
countries enduring conflict are disproportionately 
affected by climate change. Yemen, Mali, Afghanistan 
and Somalia are among those with less ability to adapt 
because of conflict. Climate change exacerbates existing 
social, economic and environmental tensions. Sahelian 
Africa has seen cattle herders and agricultural farmers at 
loggerheads over diminishing resources in a changing 
climate. The natural environment is obviously damaged 
by warfare destroying animals and biodiversity and 
releasing pollutants.  In Fao, south of Basra, Iraq, people 
blame their water and farming problems on the felling of 
date palms for military purposes during the Iran-Iraq war. 
Destruction of forest, or damage to infrastructure, such 
as oil installations or big industrial facilities, releases 
greenhouse gases into the air.   

How important is the military element? 

The military is a huge contributor to climate change.  
The 1997 Kyoto protocol exempted military emissions 
from reduction obligations. Under the 2015 Paris 
Agreement each country could decide whether to set 
specific targets for their armed forces and whether to 
separate out military emissions in their reporting.  Only 
domestic emissions had to be counted, so military activity 
overseas was excluded. America is now explicitly 
incorporating climate change scenarios into its  
war-gaming simulations, and NATO has launched new 
research into the link between global warming and 
security.  

How does military expenditure compare with 
expenditure on aid and climate mitigation? 

The Prime Minister’s recent pledge to spend £12bn on a 
10-point green investment plan pales in comparison to 
the UK’s increased defence budget. Meanwhile, the 
reduction in the UK aid budget from 0.7 to 0.5% of GDP 
is devastating for people in poverty, in conflict zones, 
and regions heavily hit by climate change. In conflict 
areas it funds humanitarian assistance and livelihoods, 
providing an alternative to joining armed groups.

Which nations are stepping up climate action 
ahead of COP26? 

Under the Paris Agreement, countries agreed to ratchet 
up their efforts to combat climate change every five years 
in order to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees. We are 
already at a rise of around 1.2 degrees. Bhutan, the most 
forested country on earth, and Suriname are the only two 
already carbon neutral. If the US (14.5% of the world’s 
total greenhouse gas emissions) and China (27.9%) are 
successful in implementing their national mitigation  

What are your hopes for COP26? 

I hope COP26 will see better global collaboration to 
keep warming below 1.5 degrees, involving an end to 
funding of fossil fuels, and greenhouse gas emissions 
cut to net zero over the coming decade. Debt  
cancellation would release funds in poor countries. 
What about re-evaluating the current model of  
economic growth which promotes inequality and  
commodification of the environment?  Indigenous 
people should have a stronger voice. I hope that the 
extractive industries are kept out of COP26, along 
with banks that fund fossil fuels.  

Who are the key players in terms of religious 
groups / non-governmental organisations? 

Pope Francis himself and the Vatican Dicastery for 
the Promotion of Integral Human Development are 
providing excellent leadership. They work closely 
with the Global Catholic Climate Movement. In  
Britain, CAFOD and the Justice and Peace Networks in 
England, Wales and Scotland are gearing up for 
COP26.  Also, the Climate Coalition and the COP26 
Coalition.  More about them can be found here: 

https://catholicclimatemovement.global/ 

https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/ 

https://cop26coalition.org 

Ellen Teague is a freelance journalist who  
specialises in justice, peace and ecology issues. 
She is one of the recipients of Pax Christi’s peace 
medal for 2021. (See back page) 

 Ellen at the 2015 Climate Conference in Paris 

targets by mid-century and manage to cooperate in 
the development and deployment of green technolo-
gies, the world’s chances of slowing global warming 
will improve dramatically. 

OFFICE NEWS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
About 60 members attending our AGM on 22 May via 
zoom heard reports covering the very positive work 
you will have read about in the annual report. A 
dramatic 75% drop is predicted in our Peace Sunday
income because Covid restrictions prevented parish 
celebration and collections on Peace Sunday 2021. 
Substantial fundraising will be needed before the end 
of the year to fill this gap.  

A resolution was passed which reframes and refreshes 
the role of our Vice-Presidents, and a group which 
has been updating the Pax Christi Constitution 
proposed that this would be presented more fully at 
an extraordinary general meeting – hopefully to be 
held in person – later in the year.  Further AGM 
reports can be found on the Pax Christi website.

HIROSHIMA/NAGASAKI APPEAL TO PARISHES
Pax Christi will email all the parishes in England and 
Wales as we approach the anniversaries of the 
bombing of Hiroshima (6 August) and Nagasaki 
(9 August).  That weekend presents another 
opportunity to focus on peace, especially for parishes 
which this year missed out on celebrating Peace 
Sunday in January.  Can you help to ensure the 
message gets across in your parish?  The liturgy and 
other materials from Peace Sunday 2021 are suitable 
and can be found on our website.  A parish collection 
for Pax Christi that weekend would be much 
appreciated and would help to recover our loss of 
Peace Sunday income.

This year’s Pax Christi peace medal has been 
awarded to John Williams and Ellen Teague. 

A seasoned campaigner on environmental issues, Ellen 
is especially recognised for bringing together all the 
strands of ‘justice and peace’, and helping activists to 
appreciate the ‘big picture’. Influential as a journalist 
for a range of Catholic media, her sheer hard work, 
responsiveness, commitment and skill is phenomenal.  
She asks honest, awkward questions, however 
unpopular that might be with some church leaders put 
on the spot.  

As a teacher in 
Crawley and 
Guildford, and then 
with the 
Westminster 
Diocesan Education 
Advisory Team, John 
Williams has 
championed the role 
of peace education 
and Catholic social 
teaching in schools. 

Through INSET days he enabled teachers to explore 
nonviolence, particularly in response to knife crime 
incidents affecting Catholic schools. He also developed 
an education resource exploiting the peace potential 
of the 2012 Olympics. John has been a valued advisor 
to our peace education workers, and remains a trustee 
of the Christian Peace Education Fund.

In accepting her award, Ellen recalled highlights of her 
experience with Pax Christi, including editing A Taste 
for Peace cookbook, taking part in a delegation to 
Palestine in 2015, kneeling outside the Ministry of 
Defence on Ash Wednesdays, and playing the guitar for 
Pax Christi liturgies.  Ellen thanked the Columbans ‘for 
having me in their Justice, Peace and Integrity of 
Creation team for more than three decades, giving me 
the freedom to pursue that agenda’.

John also mentioned the powerful impressions he 
gained by international travel - with Pax Christi to the 
West Bank in 2009, visiting Fr Mintoff’s ‘Peace Lab’ 
refugee project in Malta in 2012, then Chile and 
Argentina later on. Thanking his family, John 
concluded: 

‘If I am to receive this award on behalf of 
anyone, it must be on behalf of all who work in 
education – from preschool staff to university 
professors. This is because peace is not just a 
topic or subject to be taught. It is not just about 
what is taught, it is also about how it is taught 
and how you relate with children, students, 
parents and staff colleagues. So much of that 
work is about conflict resolution’.

6-9 August  Hiroshima/Nagasaki anniversaries. 
Contact the office for news of local events and vigils.

9 August 6.30pm  Our annual service 
commemorating Franz Jägerstätter and all war 
resisters will be held on zoom.  Please contact the 
office for the link.

14-17 September  DSEI arms sales fair at EXCEL 
London.  https://www.stopthearmsfair.org.uk/

21 Sept—2 October  Catholic Nonviolence Days of 
Action. Organise something for your parish or group. 
More details:
https://paxchristi.org.uk/resources/nonviolence-in-
action/ 

Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way,
London NW4 4TY Tel: 020 8203 4884
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www.paxchristi.org.uk

https://www.instagram.com/paxchristiEW_/

https://www.facebook.com/PaxChristiEW/
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Diary

Leave a legacy of peace.
Please remember Pax Christi in your will.

THE PAX CHRISTI PEACE AWARD



Peace, nonviolence, war, climate crisis, care for creation: how do you 
see the connections?  We asked a few Pax Christi friends this question 

and got such interesting responses. 

Rob Esdaile, parish priest in 
Thames Ditton 
 
The Letter of James throws some 
light on the connection between war 
and environmental destruction. For 
James violent acts are the  
outworking of violent thought (and, 
he adds, lack of prayer, inattention 
to the heart), with the tongue – the 
language we use – as the root of  

conflict (Jas 3.5; 4.2f). Speaking of ourselves as  
set apart from the natural world has legitimated  
environmental destruction, just as labelling neighbours 
as ‘enemies’, ‘other’, gives the green light to the  
barbarism of the battlefield. If we tame our tongue, 
reframing our patterns of thought, we shall see how 
‘Thou shalt not kill’ applies both to international  
relations and to inter-species relations, too. 

 
Henrietta Cullinan, member of  
Pax Christi executive, and of 
Afghanistan Peace Projects 
(formerly Voices for Creative  
Nonviolence UK) 
I 
There can be no justification for  
destruction when we understand our 
interconnectedness. To care for  
others, as others have cared for us, 

teaches us our interdependency, with human and  
nonhuman beings. We learn to serve and care for the 
Christ we meet, whether in a helpless baby, an elderly 
relative, a homeless refugee. I meet Christ in myself, 
perhaps, when I begin to count myself as a lowly  
customer, one of ‘the least of these’. Care for  
creation, whether for humans or nonhumans or the 
earth we share, is a modern way of obeying the second 
commandment. 
II 
In Afghanistan, the huge logistical pressure of the US 
army was a terrible drain on the environment. In one 
case, locals complained about the toxic fumes that 
came from the waste dumps and pits, where the army 
burnt everything including electronics and human 
waste.  Until now armies seem to have been given  
special dispensation. Their job is so important they can 
emit as much carbon as they like. Apart from the fact 
this just underlines the unnecessary militarism in our 
society, probably they could run themselves more  
efficiently if they weren’t so keen on destroying 
things. If they ran themselves more efficiently, without 
destroying things, perhaps they would design  
themselves out of a job. 

 
Pat Cunningham, Columban  
missionary in South Korea 
 
In Okinawa plans have been in place 
for over 20 years to relocate the US 
Marine Corps Air Station in Futenma 
to the coastal village of Henoko, 
Oura Bay, a pristine location, an 
area rich in biological diversity and 
the principal feeding ground for the 
endangered dugong [marine  

mammal]. The mainly elderly locals have adopted the 
friendly dugong as their mascot and won the support of 
environmentalists around the world. The folly of the  

project lays bare massive environmental concerns  
together with soaring reclamation costs. We live in 
hope that years of nonviolent resistance will win the 
day. Dud Hendrick’s words in Regis Tremblay’s  
documentary The Ghosts of Jeju ring very true: ‘Is 
there any place so remote, so beautiful, and so  
sacred as to be inviolable by the US military? And 
when you think about it, there is no such place’.  

Anna Marshall, Year 12 student and Pax Christi 
prizewinner 2019 
 
On Saturday 19 June, a group of young people from  
St Mary's High School Chesterfield met to put up a 
window display (see above) encouraging shoppers to 
be more environmentally friendly. We had been 
spending time in the weeks before, planning and  
doing the artwork. There is a developing movement 
towards activism at school which is exciting, as many 
of the people who helped with the display will be 
leading a Pax Christi workshop for fellow students 
very soon. We're learning the importance of  
messaging and of understanding that challenging the 
norm is important for sustainability, people and 
peace! 
 
Patricia Stoat, executive member of the National 
Board of Catholic Women, involved in Interfaith 
work in Nottingham 
 

Water has always been richly  
symbolic in Christian faith. The 
Spirit broods over the waters, 
wells are places of joyful  
meetings, flowing water  
symbolises liberation and hope. By 
the River of Paradise grow trees 
with leaves of healing. Today the 
oceans are used as a dumping 
ground for our waste. The chalk 
streams of England are polluted 

with agricultural chemicals and sewage, their  
delicate ecosystems destroyed. Water is extracted 
for industry and irrigation so that the rivers dry up. 
Local action, working with wildlife trusts and  
conservation groups, helps us be aware of the plight 
of local waterways. The skills of mediation and 
peacemaking are valuable in ensuring that all voices 
are heard – including the voice of the waters! – and 
disputes are settled amicably. Making peace with the 
waters? 

Nonviolence and ‘extractivism’  

PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE 

 

Sylvia Thompson, member of the 
Justice, Peace and Integrity of  
Creation Committee, Diocese of  
Kerry, Ireland, and of Pax Christi 
 
Guided by Donal O’Mahony OFM Cap’s 
passion to safeguard human rights, 
Leo Murray SM, Pax Christi Ireland’s 
‘Credo of Nonviolence’ and others like 
Rob Fairmichael of INNATE (the Irish 
Network for Nonviolent Action,  

Training and Education): ‘I believe that God has made 
the end present in the means… they are really one  
reality’ and that ‘Christianity is a lifestyle: a way of  
being in the world that is simple, nonviolent, shared,  
inclusive and loving’ - Richard Rohr OFM. And now my call 
is to respond to ‘the cry of the earth AND the cry of the 
poor because EVERYTHING IS CONNECTED’.  Pope Francis 
 
Tim Devereux, Chair, Movement for the Abolition of 
War 

I suppose I can be described as a long 
term campaigner against war. I recall 
Christian CND’s 1970 weekend-long 
demonstration against chemical and 
biological weapons, walking around 
the 7000 acre Porton Down Micro-
biological Research Establishment.  
The beautiful Wiltshire countryside 
was in stark juxtaposition with the 
germ warfare R&D taking place inside. 
I remember the 1984 film Threads – 
nuclear apocalypse comes to Sheffield 

– death, destruction, nuclear winter - humankind and the 
natural world burned and broken.  As a MAW member 
since 2013, I have become all too aware of the truth of 
our banner ‘War causes Climate Change; Climate Change 
causes War’.  

We often only hear of mines and the mining industry 
when there is a disaster.  But for many communities 
the threat of mining and extractivism is one they 
face daily, damaging ecosystems, polluting water 
and increasing conflict and social tensions.  
 
Pax Christi International has been working with  
communities in the Latin American region to  
promote nonviolence in the face of these pressures.  
We will soon be launching a new resource for  
secondary schools and young people with a range of 
interactive activities and tools to explore this issue.  
As concern about our environment grows, this is an 
issue that is pressing for so many around the globe, 
not just in Latin America. However, through the lens 
of extractivism in Latin America we can also gain an 
understanding of conflict, our Christian calling to 
stewardship of the earth, of our role to stand in  
solidarity with others, of peace and nonviolence and 
what it means to respond to conflict nonviolently. 
These issues and skills are important for young  
people to engage with critically as part of a global 
community and a global supply chain. 
 
Aisling Griffin 

What a huge success this turned out to be!  It surpassed 
fundraising expectations,  
topping £15,000. The varied 
and imaginative ‘pilgrimages’ 
attracted innumerable  
supporters, including many for 
whom Pax Christi was some-
thing new. Fausta Valentine’s 
dance-a-thon had an interna-
tional following, with a  
Bollywood mini-class given by 
her friend Raha from  
Vancouver, young dancers 
from India and Doha, a 
‘Jerusalema’ tutorial from 
Australia and traditional 
dance from Brittany.  
 
Serious cyclists Matt Jeziorski, Tim Devereux, Rachel 
Sweetman, and Sean Finlay’s team covered 500 miles  
between them, visiting sites connected with  
conscientious objectors (Matt) and military bases (Tim 
and Sean). In London Pat Gaffney led a walk from  
Westminster Cathedral to Battersea Peace Pagoda, while 
Bruce Kent visited 10 Downing Street and the embassies 
of other nuclear nations. Bellerive School in Liverpool 
dedicated a month to learning about peacemakers and 
growing sunflowers.  Holly Ball is making a year-long pil-
grimage to cathedrals, while Ann Farr and Joan Sharples 
have been knitting beany hats and scarves for refugees.  
  
The key elements of ‘pilgrimage’ have all been  
represented: prayer at holy shrines, companionship, story
-telling to share the message, and penance, especially on  

Resources on conflict and climate 

Trapped between Conflict and Climate Change 
(Sahel) 2.5 min video. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UneyWFo9J5w 
What is the link between Climate Change and 
Conflict (UN) 1.56 min https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Tsz5Jgjd2x8 
 
Conflict & Climate Change (Movement for  
Abolition of War) 18 min DVD & booklet  
https://abolishwar.net/product-category/dvds/ 
 
The Carbon Bootprint of the Military Powerpoint 
Presentation (Scientists for Global Responsibility)  
https://www.sgr.org.uk/resources/carbon-
bootprint-military-june-2021 
Jubilee for the Earth (Columbans) 
Podcast mini-series about biodiversity.  Episodes 
include, ‘Nonviolence for the Earth’. Study  
programme and embedded links to six episodes at:  
https://columbancenter.org/jubilee-earth-study-
guide 

those steep gradients 
– not to mention the 
buttered brack, the 
double breakfasts and 
sausage sandwiches 
which kept up our  
pilgrims’ strength! 
Congratulations to 
everyone who took 
part.  Read more on 
our website, Matt and 
Pat’s reports for  

 
Independent Catholic News. 
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/42200 
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/42120  
 
“Out on the road, especially in the remote 
places, the trip did what a pilgrimage is  
supposed to do - it took me outside usual  
daily life, and gave me time to think. I only 
did any thinking when it wasn't too uphill!”                      
Tim Devereux 

Sean and team in Walsingham 

Pat’s team at the Peace Pagoda 


