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THE HOLY LAND IS NOT AT PEACE
The media have moved on. But after fierce
fighting in Gaza and Israel in May, a low intensity
war between unequals grinds on. Israeli military
occupation continues in Gaza, East Jerusalem and
the West Bank. 54 years ago UN Security Council
Resolution 242, drafted by Britain, condemned
acquiring territory by force and told Israel to
withdraw from territories occupied in 1967. Israel
has ignored that order, demonstrating that
international law needs political will if it is to be
effective. That will needs to be generated in
Britain, with its historical responsibility to
advance equal rights now for Israelis and
Palestinians. That is the purpose of the Balfour
Project charity (www.balfourproject.org).

Obama, Trump and Biden

The USA is needed to advance equal rights – but is
not an honest broker.  Obama blinked when
Netanyahu bullied him over systematic illegal
settlement construction in East Jerusalem/the
West Bank. Trump blackmailed the Palestinians to
give up their established right to self-
determination, including the option of statehood.
He failed, but breached international law by
endorsing Israel’s claim to sovereignty over Syria’s
Golan Heights and moving the US Embassy to
Jerusalem – a wrong decision which Biden has
maintained, out of political expediency. Israel is a
domestic issue in US politics. Biden is better than
Trump, but expect no miracles... His Secretary of
State, Tony Blinken, speaks of ‘equal shares of
freedom and prosperity for Israelis and
Palestinians’. A great aspiration. Sadly, the US
treats the symptoms, not the root cause of
inequality: the Occupation.

Election in Israel, no election in Palestine

Israel is a robust democracy within the Green Line
– its pre 1967 boundaries, which successive Israeli
Governments have sought to erase by illegal
settlement building beyond that Line.
Increasingly, the word ‘apartheid’ is ascribed to
Israeli practice in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory. Human Rights Watch is the latest NGO
to do so. There will be more. The present Israeli
Government is a patchwork quilt, sewn together
to be rid of Netanyahu. Prime Minister Bennett is
to the right of Netanyahu on Palestine. Although
his coalition includes some who support a two
state solution, Bennett does not.

The Palestinian body politic is old, tired and

divided – not just between Fatah and Hamas, but
within Fatah itself. In May, President Abbas
cancelled elections. He is unpopular because he
did what the West asked him to do – negotiate
with Israel - and decades later, Palestinians are
worse off. For them, negotiation has brought
settlement expansion, the blockade of Gaza and
further erosion of Palestinian rights. Christians
suffer under Occupation as much as Muslims. It’s
easier for Christians to leave; many do.

The Balfour Project

If the peace of Christ is to be felt in the place of
His birth, we need to do what we can - here.
Doing nothing means continued oppression of one
people by the armed forces of another, flouting
international law. Our Government says it believes
in two sovereign states. Boris Johnson has said
‘You either have a two state solution, or some
kind of apartheid system’. True! The Balfour
Project charity raises awareness here of British
responsibility, past and present, and advocates
recognition now of both states, with borders along
the Green Line. Our Government should uphold
international law in deed, not just in word. Tell
your MP. ‘You will be able to know them by their
fruits’ (Matthew, 7.20).

Sir Vincent Fean, Chair of the Balfour Project
charity (www.balfourproject.org). He was British
Consul-General, Jerusalem (2010-14).

The charity holds monthly free 1-hour webinars on
topical issues; details are on the website.

An Israeli barrier, with watchtower and electronic monitoring, at
the main vehicle entrance to Bethlehem from Jerusalem.

The reality of Occupation.

A NEW RESOURCE FROM EAPPI

The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in
Israel and Palestine reports:

With a surge in COVID-19 cases across Palestine, we
continue to have difficulty sending international
human rights monitors to the region.

The pandemic has only exacerbated an already
escalating situation. Tens of Palestinians have been
injured by tear gas and live fire along the Israeli
separation barrier in Gaza whilst protesting the
military blockade. The Israeli Supreme Court recently
ruled to defer a final verdict on the planned evictions
in Sheikh Jarrah, leaving residents in continued
uncertainty. Meanwhile, tens of households in
neighbouring Silwan still face imminent eviction and
displacement.

We are working on plans to return international
monitors to the region as soon as we can, but in the
meantime we have been developing a new online
action centre and we're happy to announce that it is
now live! https://www.eyewitnessblogs.com/

Here you can learn about life in the occupied West
Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the many human
rights issues caused by the occupation. You can read
the latest eyewitness stories and most importantly
you can take meaningful action to help end the
occupation. Just click on the yellow button in the
bottom right hand corner at any time to access the
most recent EAPPI UK & Ireland campaigns and
urgent actions, as well as our 'top ten' on-going
actions list.

If you’re going to be in Glasgow in November during
the UN Climate Conference and want to meet up with
Pax Christi people, here are some of the places to
connect with them, and other supporting actions you
can take. For updates, see:
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/42594

24 Hours for the Climate
Justice and Peace Scotland, the Columbans, and other
organisations are holding a 24-hour vigil from 11am on
Friday 5 November to 11am on Saturday 6th at
St Aloysius/Ignatian Spirituality Centre. People are
also invited to join online. Check for details:
https://www.24hoursfortheclimate.org/

Movement for the Abolition of War
Look out for the banner ‘War causes climate change;
climate change causes war’. Between 31 October and
12 November MAW will be on the streets, leafletting,
as well as taking part in the People’s Summit.  If you’d
like to link up please email Tim Devereux (Pax Christi
member and chair of MAW) at info@abolishwar.org.uk

Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way,
London NW4 4TY Tel: 020 8203 4884
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https://twitter.com/paxchristiEW
https://twitter.com/PaxChristiYouthEW
www.paxchristi.org.uk
https://www.instagram.com/paxchristiEW_/
https://www.facebook.com/PaxChristiEW/
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COP26

Leave a legacy of peace.
Please remember Pax Christi in your will.

Pax Christi Scotland
The main focus will be to support the 4 November
Global Day of Action on Climate Change and Militarism.
https://www.paxchristiscotland.org/

Stitches for Survival
Pax Christi members and friends have knitted squares
for the 1.5 mile scarf-with-a-message being produced
by Stitches For Survival in which we’ve highlighted the
links between war and the climate. Stitches for
Survival aims to display our scarf at COP26 on the
weekend of 6/7th November and hopes to use Glasgow
Green, near the People’s Palace. It is intended that,
after COP26, the knitting will be repurposed into
blankets for refugees.

Sign and share this Petition
which links nonviolence, care of the earth and the COP
26 gathering. https://tinyurl.com/y3xenczs

The MAW banner at COP25 in Madrid in 2019

Pax Christi helped to organise the silent, candle-lit
vigil, held on the eve of the opening of the Arms Fair.
About 200 people took part.  On the first day of the
Fair we also led a Peace Pilgrimage, walking from St
Anne’s Church, to the ExCeL Centre, stopping at each
of the entrances to reflect on the immorality of the
Arms Trade and to pray for the manufacturing and
sale of all weapons to be stopped.

DSEI LONDON ARMS FAIR

7 December (Tuesday) London
Pax Christi Advent Service 7.30pm at St Aloysius
Church, Eversholt Street, NW1 followed by Christmas
Market. Check our website nearer the time in case the
event can only be held on zoom.

Peace Sunday -16 January 2022

FURTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY



MAKE FRIENDS, BUILD SOLIDARITY, INSPIRE HOPE

The Kennington-Bethlehem project connecting London
and Palestine has acquired a reputation for organising
very imaginative events.  Fundraising for the Aida
Refugee Camp was the incentive for a hugely successful
online quiz held earlier this year on Valentine’s night.
Then, in April, volunteers looking after a market stall
in Kennington’s historic Cleaver Square were kept busy
selling home baked cakes, preserves, Zaytoun olive oil
and other products.

Friendship and twinning offers hope, raises awareness
and gets the stories of real people who are affected
by the Israeli Occupation every day, heard in the UK.
It’s not always easy. Often people feel that they can’t
commit enough time, or that their actions are not big
or influential enough to make a difference. Those of
us already involved in friendship and twinning know it
takes some effort and commitment, and plenty of
good humour!

Through BPFTN and our members, we use friendship
and twinning as a wonderful and constructive way to
show support, solidarity and appreciation of
Palestinian people and their culture. People enjoy a
two-way learning, sharing and exchange process and
learn about each other’s music, jobs, food, art and
culture; about their families and their festivals, their
hopes and dreams, their worries and their hardships.
The network supports existing groups with their work,
helps new groups set up, and works with other
Palestine support groups in the UK too.

You can read more about what we do, how to set up a
group, browse our resources, and get in touch with us
here: https://www.twinningwithpalestine.net/

Madeleine McGivern,
Freelance charity consultant working with BPFTN

The Britain Palestine Friendship and Twinning
Network (BPFTN) is a membership body of groups all
working in friendship and solidarity with the people of
Palestine. We were established in 2005 and promote
and support friendship between a range of different
British and Palestinian communities and groups.

We have a broad understanding of what friendship and
twinning means, and we welcome any group that
shares our aims. You don’t have to have a direct link
with a specific place: believing and acting in
friendship with Palestine and its people is what
matters. Connections are often place-based (e.g. the
sister city link between Derby and Hebron, or the
friendship link between Liverpool and Bil’in), but can
also be based on a shared interest such as cooking,
religious beliefs or links through music, arts, sports
and education.

All these connections have one thing in common — a
focus, as Mona from Salfit (linked in friendship with
Totnes) says, ‘on finding and being aware of our
common humanity’.

We believe that by deepening understanding and
connections between the people of the UK and
Palestine, we can change hearts and minds and raise
awareness of the ongoing injustice experienced by the
Palestinian people.

‘At a time when many of us have had to make our friendships “remote” ones, it’s hard to think of a more
opportune or important moment to build friendships with the people of Palestine.’

KENNINGTON BETHLEHEM LINK

There have been film nights and speakers to raise
awareness about the situation in Palestine, and this
July a powerful zoom event with Zoughbi Zoughbi,
Director of Wi’am Palestinian Conflict Transformation
Centre. He gave that talk shortly after settlers had
stormed the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem.

Exchange visits have happened in the past, and four
years ago the local group hosted some special guests:
the women’s football team from Bethlehem.
More information here:
http://kenningtonbethlehem.org.uk

STOP ARMING ISRAEL

Examples of infringements of the ATT are quoted in the
letter, such as the export to Israel of arms, munitions,
parts and components that would undermine peace and
security or would be used to commit serious violations
of international humanitarian law. Arms imports from
Israel, sold often to other states on the basis of their
‘combat-proven’ effectiveness, i.e. their use against
Palestinian civilians, also breach the obligations
imposed by the ATT.

It is clear that the argument is intended to have
unanswerable moral and legal force, and I agree with
it; no doubt the readers of Justpeace do too. Yet such
arguments often seem to get nowhere. There are
other examples where clear flouting of the law takes
place with impunity. Here are two such examples.

The Nuclear Weapons Non-Proliferation Treaty, signed
and ratified by the UK in 1970, commits the UK to work
to decrease its stocks of nuclear weapons and in no
circumstances to increase them. Fifty years on, the UK
has announced it intends to increase its stocks. In
2010, the UK signed and ratified the United Nations
Convention on Cluster Munitions, by which it became
illegal for UK citizens to provide any support or
assistance to the production and sale of cluster bombs.
Our local pension fund in the West Midlands continued
to invest in this trade until December 2020.

What is going on in such cases, and what can be done
about it?

The authorities, whoever they may be, seem to have a
blind spot when it comes to the rules which they
themselves have invented. The process is beautifully
illustrated in St John’s Gospel. The leading Pharisee,
Nicodemus, appears three times in the Gospel. He
comes first (in chapter 2) to acquaint himself better
with Jesus and his message, then (in chapter 7) to
plead publicly to his peers that they should observe
their own rules when judging him – ‘Surely the Law
does not allow us to pass judgement on a man without
giving him a hearing…?’ But no one is in any mood to
listen.

That they will not listen does not invalidate the

Leeds Palestinian film festival began about eight years
ago to offer different perspectives about Palestine
through the medium of film. It usually follows on from
the Leeds Film Festival and so as well as those
interested in the Israel Palestine situation it also
attracts those interested in film as an art form.

Some of us from Leeds Pax Christi had attended
previous festivals and felt it was a good way to inform
people about the situation in Palestine/Israel in a non
-dogmatic way, using fictional stories as well as
documentaries.  It was also a way to support film
makers especially those of Palestinian heritage.

In 2019 we worked together with the Diocesan Justice
and Peace Commission and sponsored a film in the
festival. Funding was provided by the Christian Peace
Education Fund and Leeds J&P. The Pax Christi group
selected the film and assisted on the evening itself.
The J&P Commission obtained the film and did the
marketing (boosted by the Film Festival’s marketing).
In ‘Voices across the Divide’, Alice Rothschild, the
American Jewish filmmaker, wove together interviews
with Palestinians in the USA and Canada and historical
footage to create an intimate portrait of what is
undoubtedly one of the most complex conflicts.
However, hearing stories of individuals and their
families made its impact much more real. Our 80
attendees were clearly moved by what they saw and
heard, because a good discussion led by John Battle
(Chair of the J&P Commission) followed the film.

LEEDS PALESTINIAN FILM FESTIVAL

In 2020 our sponsored film, called ‘Jews Step
Forward’, had to be online. There was also a panel
discussion, featuring one of the producers, a Palestin-
ian student at Leeds University, and Pat Gaffney, vice
president of Pax Christi. It was chaired by Carol Burns
a member of the Leeds Diocese Pax Christi group.

The benefit to the festival was access to a new
audience, and for Leeds Justice and Peace and Leeds
Pax Christi group it was to encourage Catholics to
learn more about the Israel/ Palestine situation – as
well as raising our profile in the wider Yorkshire
community.

Carol and Joe Burns

argument. Thus, it must be repeated time and again,
and in whatever forms we can invent, and in
whatever circumstances we find ourselves.

When Nicodemus appears for the last time, it is to
stand at the foot of the Cross.

Paul McGowan

The Palestinian human rights organization Al-Haq has
published an Open Letter, which Pax Christi (EW) has
already signed. The letter mounts an argument for a
two-way ban on the trade in arms between Israel and
other countries, meaning the UK, for example, would
ban all arms exports to Israel and all arms imports from
Israel. The argument is that such a ban is required by
the UK’s signature and ratification of the United
Nations Arms Trade Treaty, in force since 2014.




