
Script for Pax Christi - Peacemaking 2021 

The international movement Pax Christi – the Peace of Christ – has 
its origins in the second world war.  With the use of new and deadly 
technology,  50 million people, 25 million of them civilians were 
killed … In campaigns of  carpet bombing over European cities…
through the first use of nuclear weapons in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki…and in the concentration camps in Germany and 
Poland. 

Meanwhile, in France in 1944 a teacher from Toulouse, Madame 
Martha Dortel Claudot offered a human response to the great 
mental and spiritual rift created between the people of France and 
Germany.  With great urgency she started a campaign of prayer for 
Franco-German reconciliation and healing  saying,  “ Jesus died for 
all.  No one should be excluded from our prayers”. 
She shared her idea with a local Bishop, Pierre Marie Theas, who 
had been imprisoned by the Gestapo for acts of resistance.  In 
concentration camp he urged his fellow prisoners to pray, in the 
spirit of the Gospel and Christian  reconciliation, for their enemies, 
the people of Germany.  

These two people gave life to a vision of peace – a vision that they 
hoped would be realised through prayer and action.  Initially they 
called for a Crusade of Prayers for Germany - this   soon became a 
Crusade of Prayer for the Nations - and so the movement of Pax 
Christi - the Peace of Christ - was born.  

Today the Pax Christi family of sections and partner organisations 
stretch around the globe  through fifty countries……the agenda for 
the work is set by the political and social reality of each country:  
addressing abuse of human rights / challenging the culture of 
militarism /  working for disarmament / offering alternatives to 
violence - conflict resolution  &  training in peacemaking  

 of 1 5     



The vision statement, based on the Gospel and inspired by faith is 
challenging. It can sometimes seem overwhelming These few slides 
will provide a snapshot of some of the activities of 2021 giving you a 
flavour of how Pax Christi staff, members and friends have gone 
about spreading the message of peace.  

The treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear weapons was signed on 22 
January 2021. It ‘prohibits nations from developing, testing, 
producing, manufacturing, transferring, possessing, stockpiling, 
using or threatening to use nuclear weapons, or allowing nuclear 
weapons to be stationed on their territory. It also prohibits them from 
assisting, encouraging or inducing anyone to engage in any of 
these activities’.  

On the left is Mary Yelenick, a member of the Pax Christi 
International NGO team at the United nations in New York, Ann 
Dodd on the right celebrates the treaty with an ecumenical; peace 
group in Abingdon. 

 ‘And’ was embroidered by a Pax Christi member and will be part of 
a banner produced by the Network of Christian Peace 
Organisations. The banner will spell out the text of article 6 of the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty  which requires the UK to 
negotiate the elimination of their arsenals 

Ash Wednesday 17 February A service led by Christian CND was 
held over zoom. In other years, Pax Christ members and other 
Christian peace makers would have gathered at the Ministry of 
Defence in Whitehall. Ashes would have been blessed and prayers 
shared. 

International Women’s Day zoom gathering - Celebrating 
Nonviolence & women peacemakers, 8 March we heard from two 
women peacemakers.  
Sr Katrina is involved in the house of hospitality being set up by her 
congregation in Nottingham. Here work for peace includes spiritual 
direction and involvement in direct action.  
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Mary Yelenick, is a member of the Pax Christi International NGO 
Team at the United Nations in New York advocating on nonviolence, 
nuclear weapons, global mining and extraction, and Israel - 
Palestine. 

Covid and less people in church have brought financial worries for 
many organisations - Pax Christi included. In an attempt to reduce 
the deficit, Pax Christi Members engaged in Pilgrimage for Peace 
sponsored activities between 15 May Conscientious Objectors’ Day 
and 21 May Feast of Blessed Franz Jägerstätter 

During Pax Christi’s AGM in May, the Pax Christi Peace Award 
was presented to Ellen Teague “for bringing together the strands of 
Justice and Peace” and John Williams “for championing the role of 
peace education in the Catholic context”. They received this peace 
medal created by Natasha Ratcliffe.  

In July, Pax Christi held a zoom meeting Nonviolence - 
responding to the Cry of the Earth with inputs from Christina 
Leano Associate Director of the Global Catholic climate Movement 
and Aisling Griffin, Peace Education Officer at Pax Christi. Pope 
Francis continues to call us to hear the cry of the poor and the cry 
of the earth and to respond by working for peace. 

Pax Christi held an online commemoration to mark the anniversary 
of the death of Blessed Franz Jägerstätter who was executed in 
Austria in August 1943 for his refusal to serve in Hitler’s army. He 
was Beatified in Linz Diocese in 2007. Pax Christi has followed the 
story and witness of Franz for many years and has created a wide 
range of resources on his life, including an excellent workshop for 
use in school or with young people.  

Pax Christi had an information stall outside Westminster Cathedral 
on both 6 and 9 August commemorating the nuclear attack on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. On the right is Pat Gaffney who was 
Coordinator of Pax Christi for 29 years. 
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The Defence and Security Equipment International (DSEI) Arms 
Fair took place at the ExCeL Centre in East London. In September. 
Peace activists were present too. Pax Christi and the Quakers 
organised a Vigil on the Monday evening (13/9/21). On the Tuesday 
morning, the opening day of the arms fair Pax Christi members 
gathered at St Anne’s RC Church in Berwick Street and were joined 
by Fr Dan Kelly, the Parish Priest, Sisters of St Joseph of Peace, 
Columbans and Fellowship of Reconciliation. They made a 
pilgrimage around the site stopping for times of prayer. 

Pax Christi EW produced and promoted a prayer card for the World 
Council of Churches Week of Prayer for Palestine & Israel 
focussing on ‘Forced Displacements of Palestinians’ for use at 
educational events, and acts of support" for equality, peace and 
justice in Palestine and Israel. 

In 2016 a conference, ‘Nonviolence and JustPeace: Contributing to 
the Catholic Understanding of and Commitment to Nonviolence’, 
was jointly organised by Pax Christi International (PCI) and the 
Pontifical Council for Justice & Peace. In 2017 the theme of the 
Holy Father’s Peace Message was Nonviolence. Pax Christi 
International set up the Catholic Nonviolence Initiative to promote 
this aspect of peacemaking especially through the September - 
October Days of Action. Actions were promoted in Justpeace. 
Also shown is the cover of a recent publication: A Policymaker’s 
Tool for Effective Nonviolent Strategies for Sustainable Peace, 
which is available as a download. 

Pax Christi Education Worker, Aisling, joined with Columbans group 
other friends and partners in Glasgow at COP26. She was behind 
the scenes in the wonderful team that created and managed the 24 
hour prayer vigil and she also presented a beautiful reflection.  
Our contribution was, and will continue to be, drawing attention to 
the damage caused by conflict and war and to the lack of 
accountability of military emissions.     

In the Pax Christi Office, after marking the Remembrance Day 
commemoration: (l to r) Ann Farr (Chair, PC Executive); Joan 
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Sharples (Vice Chair, Pax Christi Executive); Fausta Valentine 
(Administration & Finance Manager); Aisling Griffin (Schools and 
Youth Education Officer); Lauri (Pax Christi volunteer); Rachel on 
her last day as Communication and Resource Officer at Pax Christi. 

Resources: Justpeace, social media, website… 

What can I do? Pray, reflect, think, read… Join Pax Christi 
Find out where your special skills relate to the worlds needs! 

Words from the closing section of Pope Francis’ Message for World 
Peace Day 2022:  
“Let us walk together with courage and creativity on the path of 
intergenerational dialogue, education and work. May more and 
more men and women strive daily, with quiet humility and courage, 
to be artisans of peace.” 
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