
Living in a time of war in Europe, and seeing the 
devastating consequences of the arms trade,  
militarism, nationalism and occupation, is a stark 
reminder of why Pax Christi came into being and 
why our work continues to be so vital.  Pax Christi 
began in 1945 when the French teacher, Marthe 
Dortel-Claudot, having taken the unpopular  
decision to pray for her country’s enemies, was  
given the full support of Bishop Pierre-Marie Théas 
to start a movement working for reconciliation.  

Being part of a this global movement gives us insights 
into the problems facing those in areas of conflict and 
enables us to sustain each other - something we need 
more than ever as we witness the on-going conflicts 
around the world.  During the war in Ukraine we have 
provided, prayers, articles and statements to help 
members reflect on events in the light of the gospel.  

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a significant impact.  
We lost 45% of our income from Peace Sunday 2021, 
which had substantial consequences for our work. The 
very successful fund-raising pilgrimage and the  
generosity of religious communities has enabled us to 
continue organising events and producing resources.  

Fluctuating Covid restrictions meant that for the  
second year running our office had to be closed for 
many months, which particularly affected our ability 
to post out resources.  With sensible precautions, 
staff are now back working a hybrid week in the office 
and at home. Our precarious financial situation meant 
that we were unable to appoint a new Director or 
Communications Officer so, together with the staff, 
Joan Sharples (Vice-Chair) and I have undertaken the 
daily running of Pax Christi in every detail from report
-writing to social media. The executive has concen-
trated on a process of discernment about appointing a 
new leading staff member and we are pleased to  
have reached the stage where we could advertise for  

a chief executive officer to take us into the future.  

I want to thank Archbishop Malcolm, the staff team,  
editor, volunteers, members and the executive who 
have worked tirelessly.  In November we said thank 
you and farewell to Rachel Sweetman and wish her 
well as she embarks on a career in education. 

Throughout the year we have welcomed the  
initiatives of members, and we have worked in  
co-operation with other peace groups to share  
information and political advocacy, particularly on 
nuclear weapons, Palestine/Israel, and the links  
between climate change and military emissions. 

Sr Wamuyu, Co-President of Pax Christi International, 
joined us for our online Ash Wednesday Witness, 
thanked us warmly for all our practical peacemaking 
initiatives and encouraged us to maintain our  
commitment to building peace in difficult times. We 
are heartened by this as we move into another year.  

Ann Farr, Chair of Pax Christi 
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the Malvern arms fair, and 
left, with the Salesian Sisters 

in the Cremisan Valley,  
Palestine. (see page 2) 
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and back on the road… 
After two years of restricted movement it has been 
great to have been able to take Pax Christi on the 
road again...  

to July’s National Justice & Peace Conference at Swanwick with 
our stall and unmissable banner.   

in August to commemorate the destruction of Hiroshima and  
Nagasaki with vigils in Liverpool, Abingdon and Coventry as well 

as outside Westminster Cathedral. 

in September at the lay-led Root and Branch Synod in Bristol.   
Sue Layton Boyce promoted our work and commented:   
‘I really enjoyed my two days on the Pax Christi stall giving out information and selling merchandise. I met some 
lovely people and also had the benefit of hearing the conference speakers - all of whom gave me the wonderful 

feeling that I am not alone’. 

at the Docklands Defence & Security arms fair in September (left) 
in October for the Electronic Warfare Exhibition in Liverpool, and 
at the Three Counties Defence & Security 
Expo in Malvern. 

for Ash Wednesday which was observed with 
events in Cambridge, Coventry, Leeds,  
Liverpool and London. 

Where did our COP26 blankets go?  
During the UN Climate Conference (COP26) we joined the Columbans and other organisations, including Justice & 

Peace Scotland, in Glasgow for the 24 Hours for the Climate vigil.  From 11am on 5 November to 11am on  
6 November, the online vigil shared prayers and stories about climate change.  Communities and  

individuals from across the world joined us in prayer for climate justice and the success of COP26.   
Pax Christi England and Wales contributed a  

reflection that is available on our YouTube channel.  After the 
vigil we headed off to join the march through Glasgow.  Like 

those of other peace organisations our leaflet emphasised the  
connections between militarism and climate change. 

It was great to see that the blankets displayed at COP26 in 
Glasgow – to which our members contributed - have been re-

purposed by Stitches for Survival, and passed on to a neonatal 
unit, young unaccompanied asylum seekers, homeless folk,   

and families fleeing from domestic abuse.   

facebook.com/PaxChristiEW 

As normal campaigning activities resume, 
don’t forget that Pax Christi resources can help.  Bellerive College hosted our  

inspiring Icon of Peace as a focal point for prayer.  Just ask if you would like to  
borrow it, or our striking display banner, or need cards, books and gifts for a local 
stall. On our website you can find our Peace Sunday resources (adaptable for any 

time of year) school assemblies, and powerpoint presentations all ready to use. 

Pax Christi executive members display the knitted  
panels destined for Glasgow. 

Right: Anne Dodd in action in Abingdon 

Christ the King Primary School checking out the Pax 
Christi stall at Coventry Schools’ Peace Conference, 

November 2021. 



Pilgrimage for Peace 
Our Pilgrimage for Peace was inspired both by the 
need to be creative with our fundraising in time of 
pandemic and the desire to do something positive for 
peace as the Pax Christi community. Between Interna-
tional Conscientious Objectors’ Day (15 May) and the 
Feast of Blessed Franz Jägerstätter (21 May), members 
and their friends cycled, walked, knitted, planted, and 
danced for peace.  We visited embassies, cathedrals, 
and military bases. Our journeys told stories of peace-
makers; they protested about those who promote and 
profit from war; they were acts of solidarity with 
peace people throughout the world, and they were 
heartfelt prayers for peace. The efforts of our pilgrims 
and their sponsors raised £15,016 for our work. Thank 
you for your wonderful generosity. 

Bellerive FCJ College in Liverpool marked the  
Pilgrimage for Peace by holding a ‘Peace Month’ 
throughout May. Students were involved in discovering 
peacemaker stories, in creative writing and in growing 
sunflowers.  A cake sale by sixth formers raised £954 
for Pax Christi.  The College was delighted to welcome 
Archbishop Malcolm McMahon to close the celebrations 
and present prizes to the winners of their Peace Month 
Competition.  

One Year 7 Bellerive student wrote a remarkable poem 
about Franz 
Jägerstätter 
which she then 
recited on film 
for us. We  
combined it 
with video  
testimonies 
from Austrian 
students talking 
about what 

Franz means to them. One of them, Sabrina Kuellinger, 
(pictured) recorded her thoughts in Linz Cathedral, 
right beside the relic of Franz Jägerstätter.  These 
young people’s reflections gave a new dimension to 
our 9 August commemoration of his life and witness. 

Palestine and Israel  
For September’s World Week for Peace focussed on 
‘Forced Displacement of Palestinians’ we commis-
sioned a prayer from Jan Sutch Pickard for our action 
card which was widely used here and internationally.  

We have maintained contact in solidarity with our 
partners in the region, including the Salesian Sisters 
in the threatened Cremisan Valley, near Bethlehem.  
It is a daily challenge for children to get through the 
Israeli barriers on the way to their wonderful school.  

In October 2021 an Israeli military order declared six 
Palestinian civil society organisations in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories to be ‘terrorist organisations’.  
Their offices can be closed, their assets seized and 
funding prohibited.  There are also implications for 
those who, like us, support their vital work. With the 
Pax Christi International Working Group we have  
protested against this and other violations of interna-
tional law, and advocated for justice in the region. 

Exploring Nonviolence 
Building on last year’s series of online courses exploring nonviolence, we organised a webinar in July in which 
Christina Leano of the Global Catholic Climate Movement and Aisling Griffin addressed ‘Nonviolence - responding 
to the Cry of the Earth’.  In September, during the ‘Days of Action for Nonviolence’, the film ‘The Third Harmony’ 
was shown and members were encouraged to find ways to explain nonviolence to a local audience. 

‘Celebrating Nonviolence and Women Peacemakers’ was the theme for an International Women’s Day event in 
March featuring Colette Joyce (Justice & Peace Westminster) and Patricia Stoat (Nottingham) speaking about what 
drew them into nonviolence. In small groups, participants reflected on what nonviolence means to them, shared 
experiences of working with those suffering domestic violence; with prisoners and their families; with those con-
cerned for the welfare of animals - and witnessing to nonviolence as a practice for all aspects of our lives.   

As his pilgrimage Matt Jeziorski (centre) cycled 50 miles to  
Barrowford Catholic Cemetery, Lancs, where the Allen brothers, 
conscientious objectors of the First World War, are buried. 

If you would like a copy of the full accounts for 2021  
please contact the office.  

Peace Sunday 2022 
The Peace Sunday national online service was 
led by Pax Christi members from Wrexham  
Diocese.  Two examples here represent many 
local activities around the country:  
The JPIC group in Addiscombe, Croydon,  
contacted Pax Christi to find out more about its 
origins and activities.  Members of our  
Executive gave a presentation over zoom which 
the group found ‘interesting and informative’.  
At Holy Apostles, Pimlico, London, Canon Pat 
Browne’s homily on reconciliation took  
inspiration from the Pax Christi Icon, children 
shared their own understanding of peace, and a 
collection was taken for the work of Pax Christi.  
Warm thanks to every parish which has support-
ed us.  Follow more parish news on Twitter. 

Back to school... 
This year it’s 
been wonderful 
that we have 
managed to get 
back into 
schools in  
person. We’ve 
worked with  
11 schools over 
21 days, with  
approximately 
1900 students 
across five   
dioceses,  
including  
being hosted for five days in the Lancaster  
diocese. We’ve explored a range of topics such 
as working for peace, conflict and violence, and 
the Beatitudes. We led a confirmation retreat 
for a group in north London and would love to 
do more, so do get in touch if your parish would 
be interested.  We’ve created extra resources 
on nuclear weapons, on Franz Jägerstätter, and  
for Peace Sunday children’s liturgy and class-
room use.  We were thrilled to hold a stall at 
the Association of Teachers of Catholic Religious 
Education national conference in Altrincham 
last October, meeting teachers from all across 
the country.  With the Religions for Peace Inter-
faith Youth Network we contributed to a video 
for Interfaith Week in November.  In February 
we joined the Westminster Justice and Peace 
Commission and Caritas Westminster at ‘The 
God Who Speaks’ Scripture Festival at  
St Alban’s Cathedral.  

Aisling Griffin at the Catholic  
RE conference in Altrincham 


