
           

AGM – 18th June 2022 – Hybrid Meeting 

In person @ Bloomsbury Baptist Church, 235 Shaftesbury Ave, London WC2H 8EP & 
Online by Zoom 

Nominations to Executive 

Executive Committee standing for re-election:   

• Chair of Executive Committee:   Ann Farr     
Nominated by: Kris Pears, Seconded by: Pascal Sommers 

• Executive members:  
1. Maria Lee 

Nominated by: Sr Bridgetta Rooney, Seconded by: Margaret Pitt 

2. Matt Jeziorski 
Nominated by: Pat Gaffney, Seconded by: James Trewby 

3. Fr Joe Ryan 
Nominated by: Colette Joyce, Seconded by: Barbara Kentish 

Executive Committee standing for election:  

1. John Dowbekin - standing for election to Executive Committee as Treasurer 
    Nominated by Ann Kelly, Seconded by Maria Lee  

2. Kathryn Lydon – standing for election to Executive Committee as Executive member  
Nominated by Jan Harper, Seconded by Maureen Wilcock   

Nominee Statements: 

Maria Lee 

My name is Maria Lee and I have a long history in education, including many years as a Deputy Head at a 
Catholic school. I have also been a School Chaplain and spent my last years of employment working for 
CAFOD in the Nottingham Diocese. I am now retired but remain active in justice and peace issues 
through my local church, the Cooperative Movement, CAFOD and as an Associate of the Sisters of St 
Joseph of Peace. At a time of such global turmoil, conflict and injustice my faith compels me to increase 
my commitment to Pax Christi, whose work I value highly, to help fight for a world where everyone can 
live in justice and   peace without fear or violence. 



Matt Jeziorski 

I am delighted to have been nominated for re-election to the Pax Christi Executive. As a member of the 
Executive I took a lead on the 2021 Pilgrimage for Peace fundraising initiative and the ongoing review of 
the Pax Christi Constitution. Before serving on the Executive I was education officer for Pax Christi for 9 
years. 

I live in Warrington and work as Project Manager for The Orrell Trust, a community charity based in 
Bootle. My work includes leading the staff team, managing the day-to-day operations of the charity, 
supporting the trustees in developing their strategic vision, and securing grant funding. I am pleased to 
be able to use my experience and expertise to support the strategic development of Pax Christi. 

I am a railway enthusiast, a keen football fan, I enjoy a pint or two of ale, and love a seaside pier. 

My vocation to peacemaking continues to be inspired, nurtured, and formed by my experiences with Pax 
Christi and those many amazing Pax Christi people I have met along the way. I am happy to have been 
nominated once more for the Executive Committee and relish the opportunity to continue supporting the 
office team and the wider movement in whatever way I am able. 

Fr Joe Ryan 

My name is Joe Ryan and I’ve been a priest of the Westminster diocese since 1971, coming up 50 years. 
I’ve worked in six different parishes during this time. Along with the pastoral work, I have always had 
great admiration for the work of Pax Christi.   

I have found the members always inspiring, taking on board many of the challenges that humanity 
has faced and trying to respond to the task of building a peaceful world. I always found clarity of thought 
and direct action to oppose unjust structures that threatened peace. It is animating and heartening to 
see Pax Christi in the forefront of critical analysis of situations responding without fear or prejudice. 

During my time as Chair of the Westminster Justice and Peace Commission, I kept a very close eye 
on what Pax Christi was saying and doing. I tried to support it’s work as much as possible. 

Having been on the Executive Committee, I am willing to continue to make whatever contribution I can 
to the cause of Peace and Justice. 

Ann Farr  

Ann studied Theology and Scripture and taught for many years in Secondary Schools in Coventry, teaching 
Religious Education and English before specialising in Special Needs Education. She moved to work as 
part of a Local Education Authority peripatetic team, to advise on work with children with learning 
difficulties and to run an In-Service Programme for Secondary teachers. 
Throughout this time she worked in justice, peace and development education as a volunteer with Pax 
Christi and CAFOD and continues to do this. She visited South Africa, on a scholarship in 1988, to study 
the effects of Apartheid, particularly on women and children and in education.  An experience that she 
found deeply moving and has been invaluable in her present work in Palestine/Israel. 
Ann's interest in Palestine/Israel began through Pax Christi's focus and work with peace makers in the 
region. She has visited the West Bank many times, served for three months as an Ecumenical 
Accompanier on the World Council of Churches Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), living in 
Yanoun in the north of the West Bank, near Nablus, and has accompanied two groups to the West Bank. 
She spends much of her time in advocacy for a Just Peace in Palestine and Israel, telling people’s stories 
to raise awareness of the injustices, the denial of human rights and violations of international law that 
she has witnessed in Palestine and in political campaigning in the UK and EU. This advocacy work has 
been in several parts of England and Wales and has offered many enjoyable opportunities to meet with 
Pax Christi members.  She was a founder member of the Kairos Britain Steering Group and co-author of 
‘Time for Action’. 
Ann served as an executive member of Pax Christi for many years both as elected and Co-opted member, 
as a Board Member of Pax Christi International for six years and as Chair of Pax Christi EW for the last 
two years. She is a member of the PCI International Working Group on Palestine and Israel. 



John Dowbekin 

When Margaret Pitt resigned in February, the Executive Committee remembered that I had previously 
been Treasurer some years ago. 

They contacted me to ask if I would be prepared to take on the role of Acting Treasurer until the AGM.  I 
was happy to do this and have enjoyed being involved again. 

I would now like to take on the role officially again and wish to submit my nomination to be appointed 
Treasurer. 
  

Kathryn Lydon  

My interest in peace was kindled at the London Universiy Chaplaincy where Bruce Kent was Chaplain. in 
1972, while working in Burundi as a teacher on V.S.O.  (Voluntary Service Overseas) I was challenged by 
living through a genocide, which was rooted in the tribal   tensions   which are better known from the 
violence in Rwanda in 1996.  

For 12 years I was a member of the Pax Christi Liverpool group which was formed in 1980 in response to 
the threat of Cruise Missiles. In 1996 I was feeling ‘burnt out’ by pressures of work, family and the 
frustrations of seeking social justice. I found community and a deeper spirituality    through becoming a 
member of Christian Life Community (a worldwide, lay community inspired by Ignatian spirituality). 

 I have been a Cafod volunteer for 37 years and I served for three years as Chair of the Liverpool Justice 
&Peace Commission (2004 -7)  

 In 2014 I retired from   a career in teaching, social work and management to embrace 
‘grandparenthood’ and becoming a volunteer with Citizens’ Advice. Around this time was delighted to 
join the ‘re-formed’ Merseyside Pax Christi group. Our small group   arranges an ‘Act of Repentance for 
Nuclear Weapons’ in the city centre each Ash Wednesday, to coincide with the witness at the Ministry of 
Defence.  We work closely with other peace groups, e.g.   We campaigned against plans for an Electronic 
Arms Fair which was held in Liverpool. Currently we have strong links with   the disinvestment campaign 
of Sabeel- Kairos for a just peace in Palestine.   In partnership with Merseyside CND    we have regular 
stalls, in different locations in the city centre, to campaign for Liverpool to become a Nuclear Ban City 
by supporting the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.  

Continuing Executive Committee Members 

Joan Sharples – Vice chair of Executive Committee 

Standing down 

Henrietta Cullinan, Paul McGowan and Ann Kelly 

Resolution for AGM 

Motion: The Annual General Meeting instructs that a General Meeting of the society be held no later than 
31 December 2022 to examine our constitution and consider those amendments proposed by 
the constitution working group. 

This is proposed by Matt Jeziorski and seconded by Valerie Flessati and John Dowbekin  


